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SIMPLE STORY. 



CHAPTER I. 

I Throughout life, no event can 

•^ arreft the refleflion of a thoughtful mind 

i more powerfully, or leave fo lading an 

jj impreflion, as that of returning to a 

^« place after a few years abfence, and 

jj obferving an entire alteration, in refpeO: 

^ to all the pcrfons who once formed the 

5 neighbourhood. — To find that forae, who 

^ but a few years before were left in their 

\^ bloom ofyoutband healthy are dead — to 

VOL. in. B find 
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find that children left at fchool, are 
married and havq children of their 
own — that fome, who were left in riches^ 
are reduced to poverty — that others, 
who were in poverty, are become rich— 
to find; thofe once renowned for virtue, 
now detefted for vice — roving hufbands^ 
grown conftant— conftant hufbands, be- 
come rovers — the firmed friends, changed 
to the moft implacable enemies — beauty 
faded. — In a word, every change to de- 
nionftrate, that, 
*^ All is tranfitory on this fide the grave." 

% 

Aftuated by a wifli, that the reflefting 
reader may experience the fenfation^, 
which an attention to circumftances likfc 
thefe, muft excite ; he is defired to ima* 
gine feventeen years elapfed, fince he 
has feen or heard of any of thofe perfons 
^ho in the foregoing volumes have been- 

introduced 
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^ttddticed to his aequaintanee — and 
then, fuppofing himfclf at the period of 
tbofe feventeeni yearsj^ follow the fequel 
of tlieir hiftorjr. 

To begin with the firft female objeO: 
of this ftory . — The beautiful, the beloved 
Mifs Milner — (he is no longer beautiful 
—no longer beloved— no longer— trem- 
ble whik you read it!-f-no longer-**- 
virtuous. 

Dorriforth, the pious, the good, the 
tender Dorriforth, is become a hard- ' 
hearted tyraui. The compaffionate, the 
feeling, the juft Lord Elmwood, an ex- 
ample of implacable rigour and injuftice. 

Mifs Woodley is grown old, but leC^ 
with years than grief. 

B z The 
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The child Rufbbrbok n becdme a 
Tnah, ' and the apparent heir of Lord 
Elmwood's fortune; while his own 
daughter, his only child by his once 
adored Mifs Milner, he refufes ever to 
fee again, in vengeance to herniother's 
crimes. 

The leaft wonderful change, is, the 
death of Mrs. H or ton. Except 

Sandford, who remains much the fame 
as heretofore. 

We left Lady Elniwood in the laft 
volume at the fummit of human hap- 
pinefs; a loving and beloved bride.— 
We begin this volume^ and find her 
upon her death bed. 



At 
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At thirty-five, her ." Courfe was run'* 
—a courfe full of perils, of hopes, of 
fears, of joys, and at the end, of forrows ; 
all exquifite of their kind, for exquifite 
were the feelings of her fufceptible heart* 

« 

At the commencement of this ftory, 
her father is defcribed in the laft mo- 
ments of his life, with all his cares fixed* 
upon her, hisonly child— how vain thefe 
cares ! how vain every precaution that 
was taken for her welfare ! — She knows, 
flie feflefls upon this; and yet, impelled 
by that inftinftive power which a parent 
feels. Lady Elmw.ood on her dyihg day 
has no worldly thought, but that of the 
future happinefs of Aer only child. — lb 
every other profpeft before her, '^ Thy 
" will be done" is her continual excla- 
mation ; ' but where the mifery of her 
daughter prefents itfelf, the dying peni- 

B 3 tent 
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lirtetit woald therfe combat the will of 
heaven. 

To detail the progrcflion by wbidb 
vice gains a predominancy in the hearty 
may be a ufeful leffon ; but it is one fo 
little to the fatisfaftion of moft readers, 
that the degrees of mifconduQ: by Which 
Lady Elmwood fell, are not meant to be 
related here ; but inftead of pifturing 
every occafion of her fall, to come brief-* 
ly to the events that followed. 

There are, neverthelefs, fome articlea 
under the former clafs, which ought not 
to be entirely omitted. 

Lord Elmwood, after four years pafled 
in the moft perfeft enjoyment of hap- 
pinefs that marriage could give, after 
feeing himfelf the father of a beautiful 
daughter, whom he loved with a tender^ 



npf« 



fi^ ^vcio^ pqu^il to J^is Ipve 9f her 
inpjther, 'v^ras un^er ^hq indifpenfiWe nq- 
ceffity of leaving them both for a 
-tipjic, in order to refpue fropfi tlie depfc- 
^ion of his own fteward, his very larjge 
eftate in the Weft Indies. His voyage 
^as tedious ; his refidence there, from 
various accidents, prolonged frqm time 
to timf^till near three years had at length 
paff^.away. -r—.Lady Eimwood, ,at firft 
C|ply ui^hagpy, b€;cameatlaft provoked; 
and giving way to that irritable difpo* 
fitian wbigh fhe had fo feldom govern- 
ed, jefplved, in fpite qf his injun£lions, 
to divert the melancholy hours caufed 
Jby his abfence, by mixing in the gay 
circles of London* 

Lor^ Elmwood at this time, and for 
many months before, had been detained 

abros^d by a fevere and dangerous ilU 

> 

B 4 nefs. 
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nefs, which a tod catitious fear of her 

uneafinefs, had prompted him to con* 

»■ ■ ■ , . * • . . 

ceal ; and fhe received his frequent apo- 
logies for not returning, with' a- ftifpi- 
picion and refentmeiit they weref calcu- 
lated, but hot intended, to infpire. 

. ■ ■ • r . 

, - ■ • •• • . 

• • » t ■ • 

To violent anger, fucceeded a degree 
of indifference ftill more fatal -^ Lady 
Elmwood's heart was not formed for 
fuch a ftate — there, where all the tu- 
multuous paffions ftrove by turns, one 
^mong them foon found the means ta 
occupy all vacancies — a paffion, com- 
mencing innocently, but terminating^ 
in guilt. — The dear objeft of her fond- 
eft, her trueft affeftions, was away; and 
thofe affeSions, painted the time fo irk- 
Tome that was paft, fo wearifome, that, 
which was ftill to come, that fhe flew 
from the prefent tedious foUtude, to the 

dangerous 
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dangerous fociety of one, whofe mind 
and heart, depraved by fafhionable vices^ 
could not repay her for a moment's lofs 
of him, whofe abfence he fupplied.— 
Or, if the delirium gave her a moment's 
recompence, what were her fufFerings 
and remorfe, when (he was awakened 
from the fleeting joy, by the unexpeft-- 
cd arrival of her hufband ? — How hap* 
py, how transporting would have been 
that arrival a few months before !^— As it 
would then have been felicity unbound- 
ed, it was now language affords no 

word that can defcribe Lady Elmwood'S 
fenfations, on being told her Lord was 
arrived, and that neceffity alone had fo 
long delayed his return. 

r • 

Guilty, but not hardened in her guilt, 
her pangs, her fhame were the more ex/- 
jteffivCe She fled from the place at his 

approach ; 
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approach ; .fled irQQd hi« hpufe, never 
again to xetum to aihRhit^tio;i wfe^ie^hfi 
was the ma&er.— Sbe 4id npt, hojvexer^ 
«k)pe wjth her pskritrnQiix, but^fcape^ to 
fiieltcr hcrfelf in the moft 4rqary j^etreat; 
where fhe partook qf qp pne <;Qfpf9fl 
from fociety, or rfrqin Ufe, but the jRji^ 
unreaaoktingfriwd^iipof Mils VVooqlky. 
Even.her jnfant.daHghterihe.left: b^hinji, 
nor WQvid ^\ow heifelf the coi^folfitjon 
erf ;ber ionpcejit, thojugh reproachful 
froile5--fiie left her in h^r Other's hppfe> 
that ihe. might be under hi& prote^iqo ; 
parted ..with (her, as :ihe .thought, ifar 
cv€r, with all . the agonies , \^ith . which 
mothers part from their infant children: 
and yet, even a mother can fcarce con? 
sceive how much more fharp thofe ago- 
aiies were, on beholding the child fent 
;afterher, as the perpetual outcaft of it5 
father, 

JLord 



Lord Eknvobd's love to Jbis wife iad 
been esxtravagaat — ^the effeS «ff his iiatc 
wss Ukewife extcavagant. Bdidi^iig 
himf^lf fcparated from her by a barriej? 
never {to be removed, he vowed in the 
deep XQnneots of his revenge, never 
to be reminded of her by one indi^ 
vixiual objeO:; much lefe, by cme ^fo 
near. to her as her diiid. To beftow 
upon that child his afFe8;ions, ^vv'toold 
he, he imagined, ftill, in fome fort, /to 
divide them with the mother. — iFirm 
inihis:.refolution, the beautiful Matilda^ 
was, at the age of fix years, fent out 
of oher father's houfe, and received 
by her mother with all the tendern^fs, 
but with all the anguifli, of thofe parents, 
who behold their offspring vifiled by 
the punifliment due only to their own 
offences. 

During 
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During this trarifaaion, which was/ 
pun£hially executed by Lord Elrtiwood's 
agents at his command, he bimfelf was 
engaged in an affair of ftiii weightier 
importance — that of life or death : — he 
deterpiined upon his own death, or the 
death of the man who had wounded his 
honour and his happinefs. A duel with 
his old antagoniit was the refult of this 
determination; nor was the Duke of 
Avon (who before the deceafe of his 
father and eldeft brother, was Lord 
Frederick Lawnly) averfe to give him 
all the fatisfaftion required. — For it was 
no other than he, whofe paffion for Lady 
Elmwood had ftill fubfifted, and whofe 
addrefs in gallantry left no means un- 
attempted for the fuccefs of his defigns; 
— No. other than he, (who, next to Lord 
Elmwood, had been of all her. lovers, 

the 



the moft favoured,} to whom Lady Elm- 
wood facrificed her own and her hut 
J}and's future peace, and thus gave to 
his vanity a prouder triumph, than if 
Ihe had never given her hand in mar- 
riage to another. This triumph how- 
ever was but fhort — a month only, after 
the return of Lord Elmwood, the Duke 
was called upon to anfwer for his conduft, 
and was left were they met, fo defaced 
with fears, as never again to endanger 
the honour of a hufband. As Lord Elm- 
wood was inexorable to all accommoda- 
tion, their engagementcontinuedforalong 
fpace of time ; nor could any thing but 
the affurance that his opponent was flain^ 
atlafthave torn him from the field, though 
he himfelf was dangeroufly wounded. 

Yet even during thai period of his 
danger^ while for day& he lay in the 

continual 
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cohunual expe^tion of his owii deatfr, 
not ail thd entreaties of his deareft, moft 
intimate, and moft refpefted friends, 
could prevail upon him to pronounce hie 
forgivenefe of his wife, or tofufFer therti 
to bring his daughter to him, for his laft 
blefling. 

Lady Elmwood, who was made acT- 
quainted with the minuteft circumftancc 
dfi it paffed, appeared to wait th^ n6w% 
of her hufband's deceafe with patience ; 
but upon her brow, and in every linea- 
ment of her face was matked, that his 
death was an event fhe would not for 
a day furvive — and fhe would have 
left her child an orphan, to^have fol- 
lowed Lord Elmwood to the tomb.-— 
She was prevented the trial ; he reco- 
vered ; and from the ample vengeance 
he had obtained upon the irrefiftible 

perfon 



perfon of the I>uke, in a Ihort time 
feemed to regain his ufual tranquillity. 

He recovered, bttt Lady Elmwood 
fell fick and languiQied — poflefled of 
•youth and a good conftitution, fhe lin- 
gered on, till ten years decline brought 
lier to that period, with which the rcadet 
'is DOW gpingto be prefcnted^ 



c H A ^ 
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., CHAPTER II. 

JlN a lonely country on the borders of 
Scotland, a fingle houfe by the fide of a 
dreary heath, was the refidence of the 
once gay, volatile Mifs Milner. — In a 

* 

large gloomy apartment of this folitary 
habitation (the windows of which fcarce 
rendered the light acceffible) was laid 
upon her death-bed, the ohce lovely 
Lady Elmwood — pale, half fuffocated 
with the lofs of breath ; yet her fenfes 
perfeSly clear and collefted, which ferved 
but to fharpen the anguilh of dying. 

In one corner of the room, by the 
iide of an old faibioned ftool, kneeU 
*Mifs Woodley^ praying moft devoutly 

for 
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ht her dill beloved friend^ but in vain 
endeavouring to pray compofedly — - 
floods of tears pour down her furrowed 
cheeks^ and frequent fobs of forrow^ break 
through ^ach pious ejaculation. 

Clofe by her mother's fide, one hand 
fiq}tporting her head, the other wiping 
from her face the cold dew of death, 
behold Lady Elmwood's daughter — 
Lord Elmwood's daughter too — yet he 
iar away, negligent of what either fuf- 
fers. — Lady Ijllmwood turns to her often 
and attempts an embrace, but her 
feeble arms forbid, and they fall motion- 
kfs.— ^The daughter perceiving thefe in- 
effeflual efforts, has her whole face con- 
vulfed with forrow : kiffes her mother; 
holds her to her bofom ; and hangs upon 
her neck, as if (hewiflied to cling there, 
not to be parted even by the grave, 

VOL. III. C On 
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On the other fi<le df the bed fits Sfiirt4^ 
ford — hi« hair gix)Wn ^frhite-^his face 
wrinkled with age^iis heart the fatfie 

as eVer» The reprover, the enemy df 

the vain, the idle, and the wicked ; but . 
the friend and comforter, of the forlorn 
and miferable. 

Upon thofe features where farcafm, 
reproach, and anger dwelt, to threaten 
and alarm the (inner; nlildnefs, ten* 
dernefs, and pity beamed, to fupport 
and confole the penitent. Compaflion 
changed his language, and foftened 
all thofe harfh tones that ufed to de« 
nounce refentment. 

"In the name of God," faid he to 
Lady Elmwood, ** of that God, who 
fuflFered for yoUj and, fuffering, knew 
and pitied all our weaknefles— By him, 
who has given his word to takt compajfion 

on 



m iHzJifintt\ tears, I Bid yoti liopfe for 
*iercy .— By tftat innocehce \t\ whfch y6u 
ortte Hved, %e coflifbrtfed— By Ac fot- 
foi^s ydtt Mve kn6Wn firtcis Vo'ur degra- 
dation, ftope, 'thM iri foitie degree, yott 
have atoned — By iht fincerity that 
ihbne upon your youthful fice wheh I 
joined your hands, and thofe thblifand 
virtues you have fb often given proofk 
tJfi tnift^ that yoii M^t^t ndt born lo die 
the death of the wicked." 

As he fpoke thefe ivdrds of cohfola- 
:lion, her trettibling hand clafped his 
• — her dyitig eyes darfed a riy of bright- 
nefs — bat her failing voice endeavoured 
in vain, to articulate,— At length, her 
^yts fixing upon her diaughter as theit 
laft dear objeQ, fhe was juft underftood 
to utter the word •' Father." 

C 2 "I un- 
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*'I underftind you/' replied Sand- 
ford, ** and by all that influence I ever 
had over him, by my prayers, my tears," 
(and they flowed at the word) " I 
will implore him to own his child." 

She could now only fmile in thanks* 

**And if I ftiould fail," continued 
he, •* yet while I live, flie fliall not want 
a friend or proteftor — all an old man^ f 

like me can anfwer for" ^here his 

tears interrupted him • 

Lady Elmwood was fufiiciently fenfi- 
ble of his words and their import, to 
make a fign as if flie wifhed to embrace 
him: but finding her life leaving her 
faft, flie referved this laft token of love 
for her daughter — with a ftruggle flie 
lifted herfelf from her pillow, clung to 
her child — and died in her arms. 



>ii. 



^i> 



CMAP-* ) 



A SIMPLE STORY* Cl 



CHAPTER UL 

JL^ORD Elmwood was by nature, and 
more from education, of a ferious, think- 
ing, and philofophic turn of mind. His 
religious ftudies had completely taught 
him to confider this world but as a paf« 
fage to another; to enjoy with gratitude 
what Heaven in its bounty Ihould be- 
ftow, and to bear ^ith fubmiffion, what- 
ever in its vengeance it might infliQ. — 
In a greater degree than moft people he 
praftifed this doftrine ; and as foon as 
the fliock he received from Lady Elm- 
wood's condud was abated, an en- 
tire calmnefs and refignation enfued ; 
butftill of that fenfible andfeelingkind,. 
that could never fufFer him to forget the 

C 3 happi- 



happinefs he had loft ; and it was this> 
fenfibility, which urged him to fly from' 
its more keen recoUeftion as much as 
poffible — this, he alledged as the reafon 
why he would never permit Lady Elm*- 
wood, or even her child, to be named 
in his hearing. But this injunftion 
(wnich all his friends, and even the fer- 
yants in the houfe who attended his per- 
fon, had received) was, by many people^ 
fufpefled rather to proceed from his re- 
fentment, than his tendernefs ; nor did^ 
he hiipfelf deny, that refentment co- 
operated with hisprudence; forprudence 
he called it, not to remind himfelf of 
happinefs he could never t aft e again, arid' 
of ingratitude that might impel him to 
hatred; and prudence he called it, liot to 
forna anpther attachment near to his- 
hearty more efpecially fo near as a pa^ 
rent's, that might again expofe him. 

to; 
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ta all the torments of ingratitude, from 
^n ohjc£i whom he affe3ionately 
love4 

Upon thefe principles he formed th6 
»nlhaken refolution^ never to acknow* 
kdg^ Lady Matilda as his chiId-*-or ac« 
knowlqdging her as fuch — never to fee, 
to hear of, or take one concern whatever 
in her fate and fortune. The death of 
her mother appeared a favourable time, 
had he been fo inclined, to. have recalled 
this declaration which he had foleninly 
^nd repeatedly made — fhe was now de- 
ftitute of the proteftion of her o^her 
parent, ar>d it became his duty, atleaft^ 
to provide ber a guardian, if he did not 
chufe to take that tender title upon 
hii^ifelf. — But to mention either the 
mother or child to Lord Elmwood, . was 
an. equal pffence, and prohibited in the 

C 4 ilrongeft 
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ftrongeft terms to all his friends and 
houfehold : and as he was an excellent 
good matter, a (incere friend, and a 
moft generous patron, not one of 
his "acquaintance oir dependants, were 
hardy enough to draw upon^ themfelvcfs 
his certain difpleafure, which was al- 
ways vioknt in the extreme, by even 
the official imelligeace of Lady Elm- 
wood's death » 

Sandford himfelf, intimidated through 
age, or by the auftere, and even morofe 
manners which Lord Elmwood had of 
late years adopted ; Sandford wiflied', 
if poffible, that fome other would un- 
dertake the dangerous taflc of recalling 
to his Lordfhip's memory, there ever 
was fuch a perfon as his wife. He ad- 
vifcd Mifs Woodley to write a proper 
letter to him on the fubje£k ; but ihe 

reminded 
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reminded bim^ that fach a ftep would 
be more perilous to her, than to any 
other perfon, as fhe was the mofl defti* 
tute being on earth, without the bene- 
volence of Lord Elmwood. The death 
of her aunt, Mrs. Horton, had left her 
fole reliance on Lady Elmwood ; and 
now her death, had left her totally 
dependant upon the Earl — for Lady 
Elmwood long before her death, though 
(he had feparate effefts, declared it was 
not her intention to leave a fentcnce 
behind her in the form of a will. — She 
had no will, (be faid, but what fhe 
would wholly fubmitto Lord Elm wood's • 
and, if it were even his will, that her 
child (hould live in poverty, as well as 
bani(hment, it (hould be fo. — But, per- 
haps, in this implicit fubmiflion to him, 
(here was a diftant hope, that the ne- 

ceflitous (ituation of his daughter, might . 

plead 
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f^a4 iQore fjorQihly than bis parenL^i^ 
li^v^ i afld th^t ki?owing her bereft ^>r 
every fopport but through himfelf, thac ^ 
i4ea might forti) jbme little tie between l 

■A 

ih^ip, s^fi^ b^; at lead a token of th^ 
is^lation&ip. 

3i4t as Lady Elmwood s^nxioufly 
lyiihed this^ prin<:ip)e upon which fhe 
^154, ft)PMld be concealed from his 
fii(piqion> fhe included her friend, 
Mifs WoQdley, iri the f^me fate ; 2^n4 
thus, the only perCaDs dear to her, fhe Icft^ 
but at Lord Eln)wood^ pleafure^ to b^ 
preferved from perifhing in.want^ — Her 
child was too young to adyife her on thi^ 
lubjeft, her friend too difinterefted ; and 
at this moment they were both with? 
out the fmalleft means of fupport^ 
except through the juftice or compaf- 
fiop of Lord Hmwcod. — Sandford had 

indeed 
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rpdft^d^ prpfnif(^4 bis prot^Qioa tq the 
daugbtei;; but hisl^J^etfi^lky hacjLnpcHh^* 
fcwf ce t)?an. frpw, bf s patroa^ viiii^ whqi^ 
he ftil) live4 as ufual; except duringi 
the winter when the ^;^rl refid^d ifn. 
town ; he then moftly ftole a vifit ta 
L^dy E^mwood— Qn this lall vifit, he 
fljaid ta fee her burigciL- 

After fpme ro^tuire delibers^tions, Sandi- 
&rd w^s pow prep?^ring to go tp Lofdi 
Elmwood at his jioufe in tpw^n^ wdi 
tfcere, tiQ deliver himfelf the news that 
niuft fopner or later be told ; and. be- 
fteant alfp to ventui^^, at the fame tiaie^ 
k) keep the promife he h^ made to hi» 
dying Lady — but the news reaehcd? 
Lord £1bi wood before Sandford.arrived;^^ 
it. was announced in the public papers^ 
^d by that means, came firft to hi» 
InowJedgs. ^ 

Ho 



cc 
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He was breakfafting by himfelf, when 
tbe newfpaper that firft gave the intelli- 
gence of Lady Elm wood's death, wa» 
laid before him — the paragraph coft* 
taincd thefe words ; 

" On Wednefday laft died, at Dring 
Park, a village in Northumberland^- 
the right honourable Countefs Elm- 
wood — This lady, who has not been 
*' heard of for many years in the fa- 
** {hionable world, was a rich heirefs, 
«* and of extreme beauty ; but although 
** fhe received overtures from many 
*• men of the firft. rank, fhe preferred 
•^ her guardian, the prefect Lord Elm- 
** wood (then Mr. Dorriforth) to them 
«< all — and it is faid, they enjoyed an 
•* uncommon fhare of felicity, till hi* 
*' Lordlhip going abroad, and remaining 
** there fome time, the confequences 

«« ^to 
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** (to a rpoft captivating young woman left 
•* without a proteQor) were fuch, as 
" to caufe a feparation on his return,— 
** Her Ladyihip has left one child^ a 
V daughter, about fifteen." 

Lord Elmwood had fo much feeling 
upon reading this, as to lay down the 
paper, and not take it up again for feve- 
ral minutes — -nor did he tafte his cho- 
colate during this interval, but leaned 
his elbow on the table and refted his 
head upon his hand. — He then rofe up 
—walked two or three times acrofs 
ihe room — fat down again — took up the 

paper — and read as ufual. Nor let 

the vociferous mourner, or the per- 
petual weeper, here complain of his 
want of fehfibility— but let them re- 
member that Lord Elmwood was a man 
. — a man of underftanding — of courage 

—of 



.uH>f fdwkofdei— btft ^hofit all, a itran 
^f the hiceft feelin^^~«nd ^fao iha9 
(ky, but that at the time he leaned hi^ 
head upon his hand, .aird rcffe to walk 
away the fenle of what he felt, he might 
:iiot feel as much as Lady Elmwood did 
in her laR moments. 

Be this as it may, his fufeeptibility 
on the occafion was not fu{pe6ted 
by any one — he palTed that day 
thfe fatne as ufuil ; the next day too. 
and the day afteir. — On the morning oF 
the fourth, he fent for his fteward to his 
ftudy, and after talking of other bufi- 
4iefs> Taid to him« 

«« Is it true that Lady Elmwood i« 
dead r 

*' It is, my Lord." replied the man. 

JHis Lordfhip looked uhufually grave, 

« and 
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aftd at this reply, fetched an iiivohin- 
taiyfigh. 

*' Mr. Sandford/' my lord, continued 
the fteward, fent me word of the hews, 
but left' it to my own difcretion, whether 
I iftade your Lordfhip acquainted with 
it or not." 

'- Where is Sandfdrd ?" afked Lord 
Elm wood. 

*'He was with my Lady/* replied 
the fteward. 

V When Ihe died ?" alked he. 

"Yes, my Lord." 

*' I am glad of it— he will fee tha£ 
every thing fhe defired is done — Sand- 
ford is a good man, and would be a friend 
to every body." 

* *' He is a very good man indeed^ 
my Lord." 

*« There 
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. There was now a filence.— -Mr. Cif- 
fard then bowing, faid " Has your lord- 
Ihip any further commands ?" 

" Write to Sandford/' faid Lord 
Elmwood, hefitating as he fpoke, ''and 
tell him to have every thing performed 
as fhe defired. — And whoever (he may 
have feleQed for the guardian of her 
child» has my confent to ad; as fuch — 
Nor in one inftance, where I myfelf am 
not concerned, will I contradiO; her will." 
—The tears ruflied into his eyes as he 
faid this, and made them ftart in the 
fieward'^ — obferving , which, he fternly 
refumed, 

'* Do not fuppofe from this converfa- 
tlon, that any of thofe refolutions I have 
long fince taken, are, or will be changed 
— ^they are the fame ; and fliall continue 
to be inflexible/' 

I underftand 
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« I underftand you ray Lord," replied 
Mr. Giflard, " your exprefs orders, to 
me, as well as to every other perfoa^ 
femain juft the fame as formerly, never 
to mention this fubje6l to you again/* 

"They do. Sir." 

" My Lord, I always obeyed you, and 
hope I always IhaH." 

"I hope fo too," replied Lord Elm- 
wood, in a threatening accent — ••Write 
to Sandford," continued he, "tg let him 
know my pleafure, and that is all you 
have to do." 

The fteward bowed and withdrew. 

But before his letter arrived to Sand« 
ford, Sandford arrived in town ; and 
Mr. Giffiird related, word for word, 
what had paiTed between him and his 
Lord. — Upon every occafion, and 
upon every topic, except that of Lady 

VOL. 111. D Elmwood 
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Elmwood and her child, Sandford was 
juil as free with Lord Elmwood as be 
bad ever been; and as ufual (after his 
interview with the fteward) went into 
his Apartment without any previous no- 
tice. Lord Elmwood fhook him by the 
hand> as upon all other tqeetings; and 
yet, whether his fear fuggefted it or 
not^ Sandford thought he appeared 
mor^ cool and referved with him than 
formerly* 

During the whole day, the fli^^teft 
mention of Lady Elmwood, or of her 
child, wascautioufly avoided — and not 
tili the evening, (after Sandford had rung 
to retire, and had wiQied Lord Elmwood 
good night) did he dare to mention the 

fubje£l;. He then, after taking leave, 

and going to the door — turned back and 
faid, * ' My Lord/ ' 

It 



J[t wa& eafy to g^ef^ pp wh^t he va^ 
preparing to fpeak — his voice failed, the 
tt^^ i^an :to trickle 49wn his cheeks, 
he took out his handkerchief, andco^ld 
proceed no farther. 

*^ I diought^" faid Lord Elmwood; 
angrily, "I thought I had given my 
orders, upon the £ii;^ed<^did not my 
fteward write them to you ?" 

^' He did, my Jidcd,^^ faid Sandford, 
humUy, ''but I wasfet out before they 
-arrived/' 

"Has he not told you my mind then ?" 
cried be, more angrily ftill. 

" He has ;" replied Sandford, — 
V But" i J - 

"But what, Sir?'*-^cried Lord Elm- 

vood. 

" Your LordOiip/' continued Sand*^ 
ford, *« was mi (taken in (uppofing 

D 2 that 
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that Lady Elmwood left a will« Ihe 
left none." 

'" No will ? no will at all ?" returned 
he, furprifed. 

" No, my Lord/* anfwered Sandford, 
5* file wilhed every thing to be as you 

willed." 

** She left me all the trouble^ then^ 
you mean?" 

*• No great trouble. Sir ; for there 
are but two perfons whom flie has left 
behind her, to hope for your protec- 
tion." 

•* And who arc thofe two ?" cried he 
haftily. 

^* One, my Lord, I need not name--^ 
the other is Mifs Woodley." 

There was a delicacy and humility 
in the manner in which Sandford 
delivered this reply, that Lord Elm- 
wood 
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%ood could not relent^ and he only 
returned^ 

" Mifs Woodley — is flie yet living ?" 

" She is— I left her at the houft I 
came from." 

. •* Well then/' anfwered he, ^ you 
inuft fee that my fteward provides for 
thofe two perfons, — That care I leave 
to you — ^and fhould there be any com- 
plaints, on you they fall/* 

Sandford bowed and was going. 

" And now, refumed Lord Elmwood, 
in a more ftern voice, ** let me never 
hear again on this fubjeft.— rYou have 
power to aft in regard to the perfons 
you have mentioned; and upon you 
their lituation, the care, the whole ma- 
nagement of them depends — but be fure 
vou never let them be named before me, 
from this moment." 

;; **Then," faid Sandford, ^'asthismufl 

D 3 be 
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te the laft time tlky inre mention^, E 
muft now take the opportunity tb diflmr^ 
deifi m^ tfaind^of a charge" »' 

*• Whatcbarge?" tried LbrdElmwood, 
morofely interrupting him, 

.^f Though Lady Elmwood; my Lord, 
kft no wilt behind her, ibe Left a 
requcft." 

A requeft ?" — faid he,. ftarti«g— ^ If 
it is for me to fee her daughter, I tell 
you now before you afk, that I wili not 
grant it — for by heaven (and he fpoke 
and looked moft folemnly) though I 
have no refentment againft the innocent 
child, and wifii her happy, yet I will nevep 
fee her. — ^Never, for her mother's fake,. 
iufFer my heart again to-be fo&^ned by an 
cbjeA I might dote ti|)On. — Therefore, 
Sir, if that is the requeft, it h ali^ady 
anfwered ; my will is lixcd.'* 

••The 
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**Thc rcqueft, my Lord/' replied 
Sandfard, (and ke tocrk cmt si pocket book 
from whence be drew feveral papcn) 
'^is contained in tliis letter; nor do I 
rightly know what |t& contents are/'— ^ 
And he held it out to him. 
'■ '^s it Lady Elmwood s wrifing ?" 
cried Lord Elm wood, extremely di& 
compofed. 

^' It is, my Lord ^^ She wrote k a 
few days before ihe. died^ and enjoined 
&)ig to deliver it tg you, with my owa 

*«I refufe to read li/' cried ^e> put- 
ting it from him— and ipembling while 
he did fo. 

^' She defired me, faid Sandford, (flill 
{Jrefcnting ih^ letter)- to conjure you lo 
read it, for her Jaihers fake" 

Lord Elmwood topk it inflantly .-r^But 
as foon as k wa« in bis band, be (eeme^ 

D 4 diftreffed 
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diftrefied to know wha( he Ihould do ^itb 
it— in what place to go and r^ad it-^*or 
how to fortify himfelf againft its con- 
tents. — He appeared aihamed too, that 
lie had been fo far prevailed upon^ and 
faid, by way of excttfe, 
' ** For Mr. Milner's fake I would do 
much-^nay, any things but that to which 
I have juft now fworn never to confent. 
•—For bis fake I have borne a great deal 
--^for his fake alone, his daughter died 
my wife. — You know, no other motive 
than refped for him, prevented my di- 

vorcingher. Pray (and he hefitated) 

was Ihe buried with him ?" 

^f No, my Lord— flie exprefied no 
fuch defire ; and as that was the cafe, I 
did not think it neceflary to carry the 
corpfe fo far." 

At the word corpfe. Lord Elmwood 
ihrunki and looked ihocked beyond 

meafure 
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tneafure — but recovering himfelf, faid, 
** I am forry for it; — for he loved her 
fincerely, if flie did not love him—and 
I wiflh they had been buried together. 

•« It is not then too late," faid Saftd- 
ford, and was going on— but the other 
interrupted him. 

*' No, no— we will have no difturbing 
the dead/' 

"Read her letter then," faid Sand- 
Jord, "and bid her reft in peace." 

"If it is in my power," returned 
he, " to grant what fhe aCks, I will 
—but if her demand is what I appre- 
hend, I cannot, I will not, bid her 
reft by complying.-— You know my refo- 
lution, my difpoiition, and take care 
how you provoke me. — You may do an 
injury to the very perfon you are feek- 
ing to befriend — the very maintenance 

I mean 
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] mean to allow her daughter I cait 
withdwiw." 

Poor Sandford, aH alarm at this me^ 
nace, Fcplied with energy, •' My Lord, 
onlefs you begin the fubje6t, I never fiiali 
prefume to tnemion it again/' 

" I take you at your word, and in 
confequence oF that, but of th^t alone, 
we are friends. — Good night. Sir/' 

SandfoFd bowed with humility, and 
they went to their feparate b^dcbambersv 



CHAF- 
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CHAPTER IV. 

After Lord El^nwood had reUred 
'mo his cMmb^r, u wsus fomf tiine 
befoi^e he read ths kUer Saadford had 
given hiod^ He f^ walked bf^<k- 
waiids. and ibrwardfr ii\ the roavi '^^ he 
ihen begirn to ta^i ofF, feme foa^ 0i hi^ 
drefs, but he did it flowly. At lengthy. 
hediiini&d hi& vakt,^ ^d fitting down, 
took the kttsF from his poGkct'.«— He 
looked at tiie feal^ but not ait the direc- 
tion , for he fecmod to dread feeing Lady 
Elmwood's hand writing. — He then laid' 
it on the table, and began again to un* 
drefs. He did not proceed, but taking. 
up the letter qpickly> (with a kind, of 

efForfi 
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effort in making the refolution) broke it 
open. Thefe were its contents : 

•* My Lord, 
** Who writes this letter I well knoir 
'* — I well know alfo to. whom it is ad- 
" drefTed — I feel with the moft powcr- 
^' ful force both our fitfiations ; — ncnr 
•* fhould I dare to offer you even this 
<^ humble petition, but that at the tinie 
^^ you receive it, there will be no fuch 
i^ perfon as I am, in exiftence. 

*« For myfelf, then, all. concern will 
*• be over — but there is a care that pur- 
'< fues me to the grave, and threatens 
*• my want of repofe even there, 

** I leave a child-— I will not call her 
" mine, that has undone her — I will not 
*^ call her yours, that will be of no avail. 

• — I pre- 



€€ 
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^ — I prefent her before you as the grdnd 
** slaughter of Mr. Milner. — Oh ! dd 
" not rcfufe an afylum even in your 
own houfe, to the deftitute offspring 
of your friend ; the laft, and only 

V remaining branch of his fainfly.. ' 

* * 

** Receive her into your houiehoM/ 
^* be her condition there ever fo abjeft; 
*< — I cannot write diflin&ly what I 
" would — my fenfes are not impaired; 
^^ but the powers of expreffion are.-^ 
** The complaint of the unfortunate 
'* child in the fcriptures (a leflbn I hav6 
fiudied) has made this wiih cling fo 
faft to my hearty that without the di& 
tant hope of its being fulfilled, death 
** would have more terrors than my weak 
^' mind could fupport* 

« I wilt 
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; < i^l go to m} father ; hem mafy 
*fcrV6Mls Uvc in my father's hmjt^ ani 
* are Jed mih pknty^ whiie I Jtar^t in a 
Ijoretgn land /* 

^* I do not aflc a parent sfieftiyeire^ , 
*' joicing at her approach — 1 do not even 
f* -aflc'ter father to behold her ;~but let 
' '* « her Jive under his prote&ion.^ — -Forhef 
^' ^andfather's fake do not irefafe tbis^ 
'** to the child of his child, whom he t 
•^ tmfied to your care^ do not refufejt. 

^ fie her haft ; I retoit the tie 
•* being her parcnt.-*-Never fee hfcr 
** but Jet her fcMnetimcs live under the] 
^y fame roof with you. 

^\1x is Mifs iMilner,..,your ward, to 
whom you never ref^fed a requeft, 
who fupplicatesyou — not now foryour 
-^ nej)h€w Ruflibrook, but for one fo 

** mucj^ 
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"^^ much more dcafi that a ^niil— ^(hc 
dares rK>t fuSer heir thoughts to glancl^ 
that way — She will hope— and in thiv 

" hope, bids you farewell, yfith ^ the 

^ love flj^e ever bore you. 



** Farewell Dorriforth — farewell Lotd 
^' Ehnwood — and before you throw Ms 
*? letter from you with conteiifjpt or 
anger, caft your imagination into the 
grave where I am lying.— Reflcft up- 
** on all the days of ray paft life— the 
** anxious moments I have known, and 
*' what has been their end. — Behold 
** me, alfo — in my altered face there is 
*' no anxiety — ^^no joy or forrow — all is 

« over. My whole frame is motion- 

** lefs — my heart beats no more. — Look 
*' at ray horrid habitation, too, — and aflc 
** yourfelfr— whether I am an objeft of 
** refentment?" 

While 



4( 



48< A SIMPLE STORY. 

While Lord Elmwood rtad this letter^ 
it trembled in his hand : he once or twice 
wiped the tears from his eyes as he read> 
and once laid the letter down for a few 
minutes. At its conclufion, the tears 
flowed fad down his face ; but he feemed 
both alhamed and angry they did, and 
was going to throw the paper upon the 
fire ; he however fuddenly checked his 
hand, and putting it haftily into bis 
pockety went to bed. 



CHAP- 
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CHA?TER ir. 

JL HE next mcH'ning, when Lord Elm- 
wood and Sandford met at breakfaft^ 
the latter was. pale with fear for the 
fuccefs of Lady Elmwpod's letter— -the 
Earl was pale too, but there was befides 
upon his face, fomething which evident- 
ly marked be was difpleafed — Sandford 
obferved it, and was all humbleijefs, 
both in his words and looks^ in order 
to foften him. 

As foon as the breakfaft was removed. 
Lord Elmwood drew the letter from bis 
pocket, and holding it towards Sand- 
ford, faid, 

VOL. UK E ^'That 



50 Ah SIMPtE STORY#N 

^'That may be of more value to 
you, than it is to me, therefore I give 

it you/* 

Sandford calWd up a look of furprife, 
as if he did not know the letter again. 

" 'Tis Lady Elmwood's letter," faid ^ 

Lord Elm wood, " and I give it to you 

■ 

for two reafons." 

Sandford took it, and putting it up, 
alked fearfully '* What thofe two rea- 
fonswere?" 

«' Firft," faid he, «* becaufe I think 
it is a rclick you may like to prefervc 
-^my fecond reafon is, that you may 
fhew it to her daughter, and let her 
know why, and on what conditions, I 
grant her mother'^ requeft." 

** You do then grant it ?'* cried^Sand- 
ford joyfully ; " I thank you-^ou arc 
' kind — ^you are confiderate. 

Be 
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^ ** Be not hafty in your gratitude ; 
you may have caufe to recall it." 

** 1 Jcnow what you have faid ;'* re- 
plied Sandford, ** you have faid you 
grant Lady Elmwood's requeft — you 
cannot recall thofe words^ nor I my gra« 
tuude/' 
- " Do you know what her requeft is ?" 
fajd Lord Elm wood. 
• ** Not exaftly, my Lord — I told you 
before, I did not ; but it is no doutt 
f^mething in favour of her child." 

"I think not/' he replied: ** fuch 
a& it is, however, I grant it : — but in 
the ftrifieft fenfe of the word — no far- 
ther; — and one negleft of my com- 
niands, releafes my promife totally." 

«« WT^jjull take care, Sir, not to dif- 




them. 



E « «' Then 



** Then lillen to vrhit tfrey are— 
to you I give the charge of deliverin^g I 
them again.— Lady Elmwood, has peti- i 
tioned me in the name of her father, (a 
name I reverence) to gii|f his grafnd-^ 
child the fanflion of my projie^Clion. — Iii^ 
the literal fenfe, to fuffer that fh^ 
niay refide at one of itiy feats; dif- 
penfing at the fame time with my tVtt j 
feeing her." - 

*^ Atid you will comply ?" 

" I will, till, fhe encroaches on this , 
conceffion, and dares to afk for a gteattir. I 
— ^I will, while flie avoids my iight, or 
the giving me any remembrance of heir. 
— But if, whether by defign or by acci- 
dent, I ever fee or hear froni ber^ that 
moment, my compliance to her toother's 
fupplication ceafes^ and I abahdon ber 
once more/' 

Sandford 



5and£b/:d fighed. — i.ord Elmwood 
continaed : 

*< I am glad her requeft ftopped wbere 

it did. — i would rather comply with her 

defires than not ; and I rtjoicc Uiey are 

. fuch as I cap grant with eafe and honour 

to myfelf. I am feldom now at £ln[H 

wood houfe; let her daughter go tfaer^ ; — 

^. the few weeks or months I am down inr 

>lsbc fummcr, fee may eafily in that ex-' 

teniive houfe avoid me — while (he dpes, 

. ibe lives in fecurity — when (he does nQt 

— ^you know my refolution/* 

Sandford bowed — the Earl rc- 
{timed : 

" Nor can ii be a hardftiip to obey 
this command — fte cannot lament the 
reparation from a parent whom fee never 

knew " Sandford was going eagerly 

to prove the error of that affcrtion, but 
he prevented him, faying^ " In a 

E 5 word 
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•word — without farther argument — /f 
fhe obeys me in this, I provide Bb 
her as my daughter during my life, anJ 
leave her a fortune at my death— but i^" 
Ihe dares '' 

Sandford interrupted the menace he^ 
faw prepared for utterance, faying, **ai;id 
you ftill mean, I fuppofe, to make Mr. 
Rufhbrook your heir?" 

** Have you not heard me fay fo? And 
do you imagine I have changed my de- 
termination ? I am not given to alter 
my refolutions, Mr. Sandford; and I 
thought you knew I was not ; — befides, 
will not my title be extinO:, whoever! 
make my heir ?— CouW any thing but a» 
fon have preferved my title ?** 

** Then it is yet poflible— — — " 

" By marrying again, you mean ?--* 
No — no— I have had enough of m^r- 

^riag^ 
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riage — and Henry Rulhbrook I leave 
my heir. Therefore, Sir— " 



<c 



My Lord, I do not prefume- 



•# 



" Do nol, Sandford, and we may ftill 
be good friends. — But I an> not to be 
coBtrollcd as forinerly; my temper is 
changed of l-ate; changed to what it was 
4)riginally; till your religious- precepte 
reformed it. You may remember, how 
troublefome it was, to conquer my ftub- 
born difpofition in my youth ; then, in- 
deed, you did ; but in my more advanced 
age, you will find the talk more difficult.'' 

Sandford again repeated ** He (hould 
»ot prefume 

To which Lord Elmwood again made 
>nrwer, " Do not, Sandford ;" and ad- 
ded, *<for I have a fincerc regard for 
you, and (hould be loath at thefe yeari^ 
^0 quarrel with you ferioufly." 

£4 Sandford 
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SandfcH-d turned away his head to con^ 
ccal his feelings* . 

** Nay, if we do qiiarrcl, refumed 
Lord Etmwood, " You know it moft be 
your own fault;— and as this 'u a thtme 
the moft likely of any ''(nay, the m\j 
one on which we can have a difFerenc 
fuch as we cannot forgive) take care n| 
vcr from this day to refumeil ; — indee 
that of itfelf, is an offence I wilt not p 
don. — I have been clear and explicit! 
all I have faid; there can be no fear 
miftaking my meaning ; therefore, all fi 
ture explanation is unneceffary — norwi 
I permit a word, or a hint onthefubje 

a: 

from 4ny one, without (faowing my rel 
fentment even to the hour of my deathJ'l 
He was going out of the room. 

" But before we bid adieu to the fob 
je£l for ever, my Lord — there was and 
ther perfon whom I named to you- 
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•♦ Do you mt^ Mifs WooiHcy ?-^ 
Ob^ by all nieari^ let her live at Eim- 
wood Hottfe too. — On confider^tion, I 
have 00 pbjei^on to fee M iCs Woodley 
at ai^ ame — I ftiall be glad to fee her.-^ 
do not let her bt frightened at me — to her 
I ihall be the fame, that I have always 
been/* 

«' She is a good woman, my Lord/' 
cfied Sandford, pleafed. 

** Yoa need not tell roe that, Mr. 
Sandford ; I know her worth."-*-And he 
left the foom. 

« 

Sandford^ to relieve Mr(s Woodley 
and her lovely charge from the fufpence 
in which h^ had left them^ fet oiF 
for their habitation the next day, m 
order bimfelf to conduft them from 
thence to Elmwood Houfe, and ap^ 
point fome retired piirt of it for Lady 

Matilda^ 
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Matilda, againft the annual vifft her 
father (hould pay there. But before ht 
left London, Giffard, the fteward, took 
an opportunity to wait upon him, and let 
him know, that his Lord had acquainted 
him with the confent he had given for 
his daughter to be admitted at Elmwood 
CaRle, and upon what reftriflions; that 
he had farther denounced the fevereft 
threats, fhould thefe reftriftions ever be 
infringed. Sandford thanked Giffard for 
his friendly information. It ferved hiiB| 
as a fecond warning of the circiimfpet-^ 
tionthat was neceffary; and having taken 
leave of his friend and patron, under the 
pretence that *^ He could not live in the 
fmoke of London," he fet out for the^ 
north. ' * 

It is unneceffary to fay with what de^ 
light Sandford was received by Mifr 

Woodley^ 
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Woodley, and the haplefs daughter of 
Lady Elmwood, even before he told his 
errand. They both loved him fincerely ; 
more efpecially Lady Matilda, vhofe 
forlorn ftate, anJ innocent fufferings, 
had ever excited his compaffion in an 
extreme degree, and had made him 
always treat her with affeQion, tender- 
nefs, and refpeft. She knew, too, how 
much he had been her mother's friend ; 
for that (he alfo loved him ; and being 
lionoured with the friendfhip of her 
father, (he looked up to him^with re- 
verence and awe. ^ For Matilda (with 
an excellent underftanding, a fedate- 
iiefs above her years, and early accuC- 
tomed to the moft private converfe be- 
tween Lady Elmwood and Mifs Wood* 
ley) was perfeftly acquainted with the 
vhole fatal hiftory of her mother ; and 
was by her tasght the refpeft and ad- 
mi ratioa 
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winuon of bcr father's virtues vbiob 
tliey juflly 



Not\tf iihfiaoding the joy of Mr. $aml- 
lord's^efence^ once more to cheer their 
iplitjiry 4we|ling ; no fooner were the 
firft kind. greeting over, than the dread 
of what be migbt have to in£6rin them of,. 
pofleOed poor Matilda and Mifs Wood- 
ley fo powerfully, that all their glad- 
neis was changed into afFright.— Their 
apprehenfions were far more forcible 
than their curiofity ; — they dared not 
aik a queftion, and even began to wifh 
he would continue filent upon the fub- 
jeft on which they feared to liften. — For 
near two hours be was fo. — : — At lengthy 
after a (hort interval from fpeaking, (du- 
ring which they waited with anxiety for 
what he migbt next fay) he turned to 
Lady Matilda^ and faid, 

•'You 
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- «* You don't alk for your father, my 
dear." 

*' I did not know it was proper," flie 
replied, timidly, 

^* It is always proper," anfwei^cd 
Sandford, **for you to thinic of hiifi, 
though he Ihould never think on ybu/* 

She burft into tears, and faid that (he 
**i)zi think of him, but fhe felt an appte- 
henfion at mentioning his name,'*— -and 
fhe wept bitterly while fhe fpoke. 

" Do not think I reproved you," faid 
Sandford J 1 only told you what was 
right." 

«Nay,'^ faid Mifs Woodley, « fhe 
does not weep for that — fhe fears her 
father has not complied with her mo- 
ther's requefi.— Perhaps not even r6ad 
ter letter?" 

"Yes, he ha% read it," returned 
Sandford. 

rOh 



. *'.OJi Heavens!" exclaimed Matilda* 
clafping her hands together, and the*^ 
tears falling fatter ft ill • 

•* Do not be fo much alarmed, my 
d]ear/' faid Mifs Woodley ; "you know 
we are prepared for the worft ; and you ' 
know you promifed your mother, what- 
ever your fate Ihould be, to fubmit 
with patience." 

" Yes," replied Matilda, " and I 
am prepared for every thing, but my 
father's refufal to my dear mother/* 

".Your father has not refufed your 
mother's requeft." replied Sandford. 

She- was leaping from her feat in 
ecftafy. 

"But," continued he, " do you 
know what her requeft was ?" 

"Not entirely," replied Matilda, 
^^and fince it is granted, I am carelefs.^ 

But 
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Bat {he told me her letter concerned 
none bat me." 

To explain perfeQly to Matilda Lady 

Elmwood 's letter, and that fhe might per- 

feftly underftand upon what terms fhe 

vas admitted into Elmwood Houfe, 

Sandford now read the letter to her; 

and repeated, as nearly as he coald 

remember, the whole of the conver«« 

^ation that paffed between Lord Elm.- 

>w)od and himfelf ; not even fparing, 

with an erroneous delicacy, any of thofe 

threats her father had denounced, Ihould 

fte dare to break through the limits he 

prefcribed— nor did he try to foften, in 

one inftance, a word he uttered.-—^ 

Sheliftened fometimes with tears, fome* 

times with hope^ but always with awe, 

^d with terror, to every fentence in which 

her father was concerned. Once fhe 

called him cruel— 'then exclaimed "He 

was 
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niNb^kind i but ac th« end of S^tidford's 
intelligence, concluded *^ th&t file HM 
happy and grateful for the boon beftow« 
cd.— Even her mother had not a moft 
exalted idea of Lord Elmwood's worth 
than his daughter had formed; and this 
little bounty juft obtained, woald not 
have beef! greater in her mother's ef^ 
mation, than it was now in hers.^^Mifs 
Woodley, too, fmiled at the profpeft 
before het— fhe cft^med Lord film- 
wood beyond, atny mortal living— *&€ 
wa$ proud to hear what he bad faid 
in her praife, af*d oveijoyed at the prdf- 
peO: flie ihoutd be once again in his 
company; painting at the fatne tiftie 
a thoufand bright hopes, from watch- 
ing every emotion of his foul, andi 
catching every proper occafion to excite^ 
or increafe his paternal fentiments. 
Yet ftie had the prudence to conceal 

thofi 
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thdfe Tague hopes from his child^ left a 
difappointoient might prove fatal; and 
aiTuming abehavioiu* neither too much 
elated or deprefled, ihe advifed that they 
:ihouId hope for the beft, butyet^ as ufual, 

-expert and prepare for the worft, • . 

jUter xaMng mef^%es Ibr /gv^ti^g theij: 
.laelaacholy abode, v^jthin tlie forfxiight^ 
t\fty 9ll,4cpartefl.f9rJS;lmwoQdC^le — 
JVIatil^ay H'lfs W.opdley; and^vep S^n^-* 
ford, ficft vifiting Lady ^Imwood^s grjiye^ 
^Ufi t>$d£wing it with their tears. 



VOL. II u F c^^^?• 



66 A siMPLS sTa&r; 



CHAPTER VI. 

X T was on a dark evening in the month 
of March^ that Lady Matilda, accom« 
panied by Sandford and Mifs Woodley^ 
arrived at Elmwood Caftle, the magni* 
ficent feat of her fathen — Sandford cbofe 
the evening) rather to ileal into -the 
Houfe privately, than by any appearance 
of parade, to fufFer Lord Elmwood to 
be reminded of it by the public prints^ 
or by any other accident. — Nor would 
he give the neighbours or fervants reafon 
to fuppofe, the daughter of their Lord 
was admitted into his houfe, in any other 
fituation than that, in which ihe really 
was permitted to be there. * 

A* 
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h% \ht Porter opened the gates of the 
avenue to the carriage that brought them^ 
Matilda Felt an awful/ and yet gladfome 
fenfation, which no terms can defcribe — 
As Ihe entered the door x)f the houfe this 
fenfation increafed — ^and as flie pafled 
^ng the fpacious hall^ the Iplendid 
flaircafe^ and many fiately apartments, 
vender, with a crowd of the tendereft, 
yet mo^ afflifting fentiihents, rulhed to 
her heart.— She gazed with aftoniftiment! 
fc-ifhe reiflefted w ith more . 

" And is my fathtr the maRer of 
tiiis houfe ?" fhe rried — ^ and was 
»y mother once the miftrefs of this 
lioufe?" — Here tears relieved her from 
a part of that burthen, which was before 
irfapportable. 

" Yes, replied Sandford, *' and you 
are the miftrefs of it now, till your father 
arrives." 

F 2 " Good 



\ 
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\" ' ... 

. ^ Good God!" exclaimed fee. -^^ao^ 

' . ■ • . • ' » 

willb^ ever arrive ? and fhall I, live to^ 
(jeep qnder tjje fa?ne rpof y^ijfh ro^ 
father?" 

"JMfy dear/V replied Mift Wpodleyi 
**: have not you been told fo ?" , 

«« Yes/' faid ftie, " but tbpMgb I 
heard it with extreme pleafurc, yet (he 
idea never fo forcibly afFeSed iije as L 
at this moment. — I now feel, ^3 the 
reality approaches^ that this has bc^n 
kindnefs enough — I do not aflc for^ 
more — I . am now copvinced^ from 
what this trial make$ me feel, that COf; 
fee my father, would occafion embtiopi 
I could not furvive. 



»» 



The next morning g^ye to MatiWaR; 
more objefts of admiration and won- 
der, as fhe walked over the cjxtenfjve. 
gardens, groves, and other pleafurc 

. groun 
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grounds bdbnging to th« boufe. Shcf, 
vho had never been beyond the dreary, 
rubious places which her deteafed mother 
had made her refiddiice, was naturally 
ffnick vrith aniazcftient and deJight at 
the grandeur of a feat, which traveileiip 
have confie for miles to fee, and have not 
thought their time mifpent. 

There was One objeQ, however, 
among all- ftie faw, which attracted her 
attention above the reft, and' flie would 

ftand for hours to look at it. — This was a 

♦ - « 

whole length portrait of Lord Elmwood, 
efteemed a very capital piQure, and a 
perfeft likenefs—to thispiSure fhe would 
figh and weep ; though when it was firft 
'pointed out to her, (be fhrunk back with 
fear, and it was fome time before fhe 
dared venture tocaft her eyes completely 
^pk)n it. In the features of her father 

F 3 file 
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{he was proud to difcern the exad mould 
in which her own appeared ta have been 
modelled; yet Matilda's perfon^^ £hape, and 
complexion were fo extremely like what 
her mother** once were, that at the firft 
glance flie appeared ta have a ftill greater 
refembbnce of her, than of her father-^ 
but her mind and manners were aU 
Lord Elm wood's; foftened by the deli- 
cacy of her fex, the extreme tender* 
nefs of her hearty aod the melancholy 
of her Ctuatiork 

She was now in her (eventeenth year— 
of the fame age^ within a year and a fe^ 
months, of her mother when fhe became 
the ward of Dorriforth-— She wasjuft three 
years old when her father went abroad^ 
and remembered fomething of bidding 
him farewell; but more of taking cher« 

rics 
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jries From bis hand, as he pulled thcjoi 
cfrom the tree to give to her. 

Educated in the fchooi of adverfity, 
and inured lo retirement from her in- 
fancy, fhe had acquired a tafte for all 
thofe amufements which a reclufe life 
affords.- — She was fond of walking and 
riding — was accompKfiied in the arts of 
iDufic and drawing, by the moft careful 
infiruftions of her mother, — and as a 
fcholar, flie excelled moft of her fex, 
from the pains that Sandford had taken 
with that part of her education, and the 
liiperior abilities he poflelFed for the tafk. 

In devoting certain hours of the day 
to ftudy with him, others to mufic> 
nding, and fach amufements, MatildaV 
^time never appeared tedious at Elm- 
wood Houfe, although "(he received 

F4 and 



aHd paid nb bne fifit^foir it mk$ fodh 
divulged in' Hie nHgbbdwhooill, il^h 
what ftipulation fhe refided at ber 
fatKbKs, and ftudioufljr ihrinlalSdi 4hat 
the tttoft prudent arid friendly bdia- 
vlour of her Irufe friends, ^ould bfe, l(r 
take no notice whatever that fht lived 
kMoDg them : a^d as Lord Elmwood'^ 
vritl Wl^S- a law all around^ fueh wa^ 
the cohfequeiu:e of that witt> knowit 
or fuppofcd. 

Neither did Mifc Wdottfey fegret the 
want of vtfiiors, tut found hetfelf fa* 
'inore fati^ficd in her prefent f?tuatidn, 
than her mod fanguitie hopes could have 
formed — She had a cotnpanton whon* 
fhe loved with an equal fondnefs, whh 
which ftie hlad loved her deceafed mo- 
ther ; and frequently in this charming, 
inanfion^ where Oie had fo o&en beheld 

Lady 



fcmtd MiiUda ^ h^r frf^d rifeA fit)* 
^e gfttvt J irl hef foriihet yoath> tieallb, 
4ftd fek^uifite bfeailty. 

Ifl^^ice, lYi cdnteVit, l!tt)ugh not in 
iri^pinfefs, the days and veeks puffed 
away tiH about the middle of Aiigul^,. 
Wheii preparations^ began to be made for 
the arrrival of Lord Eltnwood. — Thfe 
^afek itt ^hidi lie was to iEOme was al 
length fixed,, and Tome pan of his i-eti- 
Wq \^as2rfrivedbefoVe him. — Wheuihis- 
l?as toM Matflda, ftie (tetted, and 
Ibbk^d jaft as her tnother at her age had 
often done,, when, in fpite of her 
fove, (be M^a^ Confcious that fhe had df- 
fended him, and was terrified at his ap- 
pfo^ch. Sandford obferving this, put 
out his band, and taking hers> (hook it 
kindly; and bade her (but h was not in 

a cheer- 
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a cheerful tone) «' nol be afraid/' Th*i 
gave hcf no confidence ; and flie began*, 
^before her father's arrival/ to Teclude 
herfelf in the apartments allotted 
for her during the time of his flay; 
and in the timorous expeflation of 'hi$ 
comings her appetite declined^ an4 
ihe loft all her colour, — Even Mife 
Woodley^ whofe fpirits had been for 
fome time elated with the hopes (he had 
formed, on drawing near to the tefi^ 
found thofe hopes vaniihed ; and though 
ihe endeavoured to conceal it, Ihe was 
full of apprehenfions. — Sandford,. 
had certainly fewer fears than either ;^ 
yet upon the eve of the day oa 
which his patron was to arrive^ he was 
evidently caft down. 

Lady Matilda once a(ked him 

♦* Are you certain^ Mr. Sandford, you 
made no miftake in refpefl to what Lord 

Elmwood 
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-Eltnwood faid> when he granted roy 
iDdher's requeft ? Are you fure he did 
grant it ? — Was there nothing equivocal 
on which he may ground bis difpleafure 
fliould he be told that I am here ?— Oh 
do not let me hazard- being once again' 
nurned out of his houfe ! — Oh ! fave me 
from; provoking him perhaps to curfe me.*^ 
•^And here fhe clafped her hands to- 
gether with the mod fervent petition^ ia 
the dread of what might happen'. 

" If you doubt my word or my fenfes^** 
faid Sandford^ *' call GiflFard^ and let 
him inform you; — the fame words were 
repeated to him as to me/^ 

Though from her reaibEi». Matilda 
could not doubt of any miflake from 
Mr. Sandfordy yet her fears fuggefted a 
ihoufaad fc;:uples ; and this reference to 
the fteward (he received with the utmo(t 
fatisfa£lion» (though ihe did not think.it 

aeceflary 
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iD^eflaiy to apply to him) as it perfeftff 
convinced her of the folly of the fufpi* 
'tiotts &e bad entertained. 

« And yet, Mr, Sandford," faid flie, 
**ff it is fo, why are you lels cheerful 
than y<!m v^ere ? I cannot help thinking 
but it tnuft be your expeftation of Lord 
Elmwood, which has occafioned thi« 
change." 

** I don't know/' replied Sandford, 
carelefsly, " but I believe I am grown 
afraid of your father. — His temper is a 
gteatdeal altered from what it once was— 
ire raifcs his voit:c, and ufcs harlh ex- 
preffions upon the leaft provocation — hi* 
•eyes flalb lightning, and his face is dif- 
torted with anger upon the flighteft motives 
V— she turns away his old fervantsata 
inamcnt's warning, and .no ccMiceffioft 
can make their peace. — In a word, I am 
more at my eafe when I am away from 

him 



Urar-^md I reafty* believe/' a^lcj^fj fie 
wjtlh 9 fmile, but with' a teat at the h^^^^ 
tpie> '* I really believe, I am more a|irdi(l 
cf Jiitp in my agq, th^n he wa^ bf mft 
>![hen ^€5 was a boy» 

. Mirf^ Woodley \vas prefent; Ihe ?tiwl- 
M^^da looked at one another;' dmi 
each of them faw the other turn pale 
axthis de{criptio». 

The day at length came^ on which 
Lord Elrawood wa« expe6led to dinner « ; 

• It had been a high gratification to ; 

tis daughter to have gone to the top- 
njoft window bfthehoufe, and have only 
I teheld his carriage enter the avenue; huz 
i^was a gratification which her fes^^, her . 
tremor, her extreme fenfibility woui4' 
^ot permit her to enjoy « 

Mifir 
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Mifs Woodlcy and ftie, fat down ihi 
day to dinner in their retired apartments, 
which were detached from the other part 
of the houfe by a gallery; and of the 
door leading to the gallery, they had a 
key to impede any one from pafling that 
way, withoiit firft ringing a bell ; to an- 
fwer which, was the fole employment of a 
feivant, who was placed there during 
the Earl's refidence, left by any acci- 
dent he might chance to come near that 
unfrequenled part of the houfe; on which 
occafion the man was to give immediate 
notice to his Lady, 



Matilda and Mifs Woodley fat down td 
dinner, but did not dine. — Sandford dined 
as ufual, with Lord Elmwood. — When 
the fervant brought up tea, Mifs Wood- 
ley afked him if he had fecn his Lord. — 

•ifhe man anfwered, ** Yes, Madam; and 

be 
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tie looks vaftly well/' — Matilda w6pt 
^ithjoy to hearit. 



About nine in the evening, Sandford- 
iang at the bell, and was admitted— never 
had he been fo welcome — Matilda hung 
upon hinr, as if his recent interview with 
ler father, had endeared him to her more 
than ever ; and ftaring anxioufly in his 
face, feemed to enquire of him fomething 
about Lord Elmwood, and fomething 
that fliould.not alarm her. 

"Well .1- how do you find yourfelf?** 
faid he to her. 

"How are you, Mr. Sandford ?" flie 
returned, with a figh. 

"Oh ! very well," replied he. 

'* Is my Lord in a good temper ?'* 
ftfced Mifs Woodley* 

" Yes ; very well," replied Sanclfbrd, 
*^iih indifference. 

** Did 



; 
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: "Dili' he feem ghd to fee y^pj^ 
alked Matilda. • 

«« He (hook me hy ^e hand^'" replied 
ISandford. 

^* That was a £gQ h« v^ gUd ^ iee 
;you, w^sitnpt?" iaid Matilda. 

" Ye^ ; but he <x>uld QOt do le&/' 

«* Nor more/' readied &e« 

** He looks very nvell, our Xcrvaii( 
tellsus/' faid Mifs Woodley. 

" Extremely well indeed^i anfwexed 
Sandford: *^and^ to teU the truths I 
iiever faw him ia better Qpirit«/' 

« That is well ;'* faid Matilda^ and 
£g}ied a weight of fears from Jber 
Jheart. 

" Where is be nonvj Mr. Sandford ?" 
' ^^ Gone to taHe a walk about his 
^ounds^ and I Hole here in the meaq 
time/' 

**Whatl 



' ** What was your conVerfatidn during 
dinner ?" 

^* Horfes, hay, farming, and pditrcs/ 

«' Won^'t you fup with him ?" 
^^n flhdl kt bita again befote 1 ga id 
lied/' 

^* And again to - morrow !" — cried 
Matilda, •• what hap^ihers !" 

**He hsls vifitors to-morfoW, faid 
S^fiidfdtd, ^^conhing fof a Week or two.** 

« Thank Heaven/' faid Mifs tVood*. 
Jey, "he will rfien be diverted from 
fhhikitig on us." 

" Do you know/' returned Sandford, 
^ it Ts my firm opiniort, that his think* 
ingof ye at prefent, is the caufc of' his 
goodfpirits." 

^* Oh, Heavens !" cried Matilda, lift* 
ing up her hands with rapture. 

**Nay, do not miftake me; faid 
Sandford ; I would not have you build 

VOL. HI, G a foun- 
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a foundation for joy upon this ; for if %he 
5s in fpirits that you are m thi» houfe^ 
fo near him— pofuively under his protec- 
tion — yet he will npt allow himfelf to 
jhink it U the ^caufe of; his content— 
the fentiments he has adopted,- and 
are now become natnral to him* will re- 
main the fame as ever; nay, perhapi 
with greater force, while he fufpefts his 
-weakaefs (as he calls it) afting in oppo; 
fition to them." 

* 

^ *' If he does but think of me with 
tendernefs," cried Matilda, ** I am re* 
jcompenced/' * 

"And what recompence would his 
kind thoughts be to you," faid Sandford, 
" were he to turn you out to beggary ?'* 

" A great deal — a great deal," flie 
replied^ 
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-'<*Buthow are you to know he hiis 
thefe kind thoughts^ while he gives you 
no proof of them ?" < 
• •* No^ Mr. Sandford ; hxit fuppo/ing we 
IDold, know them without proof." 

*' But as thati« impoffible/' anfwered 
he, I (hall fuppofe, till proof appears, . 
that I am miRakcn." 
i Matilda looked deeply concerned that 
d)e argument fhould conclude in her 
difappointment ; for to have believed 
herfelF thought of with tendemefs by her 
father, would have alone conftituted bcf * 
Itappinefs. 

\yhen the fervant cameup with fome- 
thing by way of fupper, he told Mr. 
SpidFord that his Lord was returned from 
liis walk and had enquired for him; Sand* 
ford immediately bade his companions 
jbadlnight, and left them. 

G a *« How 



^< How ftrange 19 thU V cried M^dl* 
4a> when Mifs Woo4Iey and (he w^rc 
alone^ '^ My father within a ftw room 
of me^ and yet J fim dclwrred frpm fee- 
ing him!-r-Only by walking a Sew pacet 
I could be' at hk feet, and perhaps 
receive bis hieing/* 

^< You make me fhudder, faid Milfi' 
Woodley ; '^ but fome fpirits Ids liiaid 
than mine, might perhaps advifc you IQ 
the experiment." 

'f Not for worlds." returned Matilda; 
^* nt) couofel could tempt me to lii^h te« 
merity ; and yet to entertain the lhoug|i( 
that it is poffible I could do this^ is 9 
fource of gre^ comfort/' 

This converlation lalled tiU bed timei 
and later; for they 1^ up b^ond their 
tafuai hoj^ to indulge it% 



Mirs Woodley (I'ept Iiule» but Matilda 
lefs — Ibe awaked repeatedly during the 
night, and every time fighed to herfelf^ 
*' I fleep in the fame Itotife with my fa« 
ther f Blefled fpirit of my mother, look 
down and rejoice/' 
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CHAI^ER VII. 

* 

A HE next day the whole Caftte ap- 
peared to Lady Matilda (though flie 
was in fomc degree retired from it) all 
tumult and buttle ; as wa5 ufually the 
cafe while Lord Elm wood was there* 
She faw from her windows, the fervants 
running acrofs the yards and park, horfes 
and carriages driving with fury, all 
the fuiteof a noWcman; and it fometimes 
elated, at other times depreffed her. 

Thefe impreffions however, and others 
of fear and anxiety, which her father's 
afnvdl had excited, by degrees wore 
off; and after fome little iime, fte 

was 
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^^s in the fame tranquil ftate, that flic 
CTfljoyed before he came. 
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' He had vifitors, who paffed a week or 
t\ro with him ; he paid vifits 'himfelf for 
feveral days ; and thus the time ftole 
awav, till it was about four weeks from' 
the time that he had arrived ; in which 
long period, Sandford, with all his pene- 
tration, could never clearly difcover whe-' 
ther he had once called to mind that his 
daughter was living in the fame houfe* 
ifie had not once named her (that was not 
cxtraoirdinary) confequently no one dared 
flame her to him ; but he had not even 
mentioned Mifs Woodlev, of whom he 
had fo lately fpoken in the kindcrt terms, 
and had faid, ** He fhould take pleafure 
in feeing her again." From thefe eontra- 
(Jiftions in Lord Eimwood's behaviour 
ift refpeft to b«r, it was Mifs Woodley's 
, .^ . G4 plan 
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plan neither fo throw herfelf in kis wajTr 
nor avoid him. She therefore frequently 
walked about the houfe while he wa^ 
in u, not indeed entirely without re* 
ilraint, but at leaft with the ihow of U** 
befty. This freedom, indulged for (boiQ 
time without peril, became at laA leis 
cattttious ; and as no ill confequence^had 
arifen from its pradice, her fcruples grsu 
dually ceafed. 

One morningi however* as Ae wa» 
eroffing the large hall, thoughtle& of 
4anger» a footftep at a diftance alarmed 
lier ahndft without knowing why — Sb« 
iapptA Ibr a moment,, thinking to fe- 
turn; the fteps approached quicker, and 
hefore ihe could rett^a, (he beheld Lord 
£imwQod at the elher end of the hall» 
and pMceivied that he kvf her. — It was 
too late to hefiiate what was to be 

done ; 
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doM; fl^ cocild not go back, and ka4 
not courage to go on ; the therefora (load 
ftill,.--rDi Concerted, and much afiis6^ 
at hk figbt« (their former intimacy com- 
itig to her mJnd wi(h the many year^^ 
and many fad occurrences pa(Ied» finc^ 
file lafi faw bim) all her intentions^ 
all her meditated pl^nsbow to coaduS; 
herfelf on fucban occafioD^ gave way (a 
a fadden &ock — and to make the meet^ 
ing yet more diftrefSng^ her very frig^it^ 
file knew would ferve to recall more pow** 
erfully to his mind^ the fubje£t ike raoft 
vtfhed him to forget. The ftew«r4 
was wkh him, and aa they came up 
clofe by her fidc^ Giffard obferving bin 
Ipok at her earneftly, laid foftly, butfoaa 
0ie heard him» ^< My Lord; it k Mifa 
Woodley/' Lord Elmwood's hat was 
o£F immediately, and coming to her with 
Uacrity^ he took her by the band andr 

faid 
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laid, " Indeed, Mifs Woodley, I did nof 
know you — I ^m very glad to fee you/" 
and while he fpoke, fliook her hand withr 
a cordiality which her tender heart could 
not bear — and never did {he feel fo 
hard a ftruggle as to reftrain ber tears. 
But the thought of Matilda's fate — the 
idea of awakening in his mind a fentiment 
that might irritate him againft his child, 
Wrought more forcibly than every other 
effort; and though (he could not reply 
diftin6lly, ftie replied without weeping.— 
Whether he faw her embarraffment, and 
wifhed to releafe her from it, or was in 
hafte to conceal his own, he left hier al- 
Ifioft inftantly; but not till he had en- 
treated fhe would dine that very day with * 
him and Mr. Sandford, who were to^ 
dine without other company. — She curt- 
fied affent, and flew to tell Matilda what* 
had occurred.— After liftening with anx-^* 
^' '■' iety^ 
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iety and witfr joy to all fhe told, Matilda 
laid hold of tlial hand fhe faid Lord Elm- 
wood had held, and priefled it to her lips 
With love and'reverience. 

' When Mifs Woodley made her ap- 
pearance at dinrief, Sandford, (who had 
not feen her fince the invitation, and 
did not know of it) looked amazed ! — 
on which Lord Elmwood faid,* " Do you 
know, Sandford; I met Mifs Woodley 
this morning, ' and had it not been for 
GiflFard, Ilbould havepaffed her Without 
knowing her— but' MJfs Woodley, if I 
am not fo much altered but that you! 
knew me, I take it unkind you did not 
fpeak firft." — —She was imable to fpeak 
even now — he faw it, and changed the 
converfation ; which Sandford was happy 
tojoin, for in the prefent difcourfe he did 
nof&el himfelf very comfortable. 

As 
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^ A$ they^ tdvanced in their dinnei'i 
theerftbarrsifliiieiytof MiTs Woodlejr and 
of Mr. Sftndfbfd difttiniflied ; Lord'Ekit* 
wood in his turn became^ not emhktr^ 
fed, but abfent and melancholy.— He 
now aiffd th^n^fighdd heavily-^and called 
for wine mwb oftetier than be was a6« 
cuffomed. 

When Mife Woodley took her leave, 
be invited hw to dfne with him and 
Sdndford whenever it wa^ conveni-" 
f nt to her ; — he iaid many things 
to&, of the fame kiAd« and all with the 
utmoft civiKty> yet not with that wamoth 
with which he had fpoken in the morn* 
ing-^into that he hdd beeti furprifed 
•-r- hia coolntfs was the efFe6 o^ 
lEeflediosu 

Wbci 
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Vfhcn (he came to lady Matilda, amt 
Sandford had joined them, tliey talked' 
and deliberated on what had pafled^ 

«You acknowledge, Mr. Sandford/^- 

faid Mifa Woodley, *' Aat you think 

niy{prefence affeSed Lord Elmwood, fo as* 

to make bhn jmuch more thoughtful thati* 
ufoaU if you iflpaginc tbefe thong)^. 

vfcre ttpcm Lady fitnatwood, I wiU ncvei: 

lotrude agai^i; bj^j: it you rup|K)fe th^t I 

i^ad^ him think uppn hid ds^aghier, I can* 

not go <QQ often/' 

" I don't fee how he can divide tho£b 
two objeQs in his mind," replied Sand* 
ford, ** therefore you mull e'en vifit 
him on, and take your chance, what 
refle&ions you may infpire — but, be they 
what they wiU, time, will take away frorae 
you that power of afFeSing him." 

She concurred in the opinion, and oc« 
cafionally walked into Lord Elmwood's 

apartments 
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apartrneuts^ dined, or took her cbjftc 
with him, as the accident fuited; and! 
obferyed according to Sandford's pre-, 
difiion, that time wore off the impreffion 
her vifus firft made, — Lord Eln\wQod' 
now became juft the fame before her 
^ before others. — She eafily difcerned, 
too, through all that politen^fs which 
he aifumed — thai he was no longer the 
coufiderate, the forbearing charafter 
he formerly was; but haughty, impatient, 
imperious, and more than ever, m- 
jdacaik. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

When Lord Elmwood had been 
at his country feat about fix weeks, 
Mr. Rufhbrook, his nephew, and his 
adopted child, that friendlefs boy whom 
poor Lady Elmwood firft introduced in- 
to his uncle's houfe, and by her kind- 
hefs preferved there — -"Arrived from his 
travels, and was received by his uncleJ 
with all the affeQionate warmth due to the 
man he thought worthy to be his heir. 
Rufiibrook had been a beautiful boyi^ 
and was now ah extremely handfomcf 
young m^n; he had made unufual pro- 
grefs in his ftudies, had completed the 
tour of Italy and Germany, and returned 
home with the air and addrefs of a per- 

fea 
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feS man of falhion — there was, belideSi 
an elegaiure and perfuafion in bis man- 
ner almoft irrefiftible, — Yet with all 
tbafe accomplifliments, when be was in- 
troduced to Sandford, and put ottt \k 
hand to take his. Sapdford. wkh evi- 
ijeyit reluftancc, gave it to hiqi; and 
when Lord £lmwood afked him. in tb^ 
young man's prefence^'"If he did not 
think his nephew greatly improved?" 
He looked at him hoxo. head to foot| 
:^d niuttereiii ^* He could not fay he obr 
4feryed it." The colour brightened in 
Mr. Riiifbl^roQk'3 face upon this occa- 
iioni but he was too well bred not to b^ 
m perfeS good humour. 



Sandfcwd faw this young man treatei 
in the houfe of Lord Elmwood^ with tj 
&me rcfpe£l and attention as if he hj 
]^e^ his fon; and it was but probe 

tl 
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iWold mieft woiild make a ccnnpariibn 
betireaek tbe fitttaiticn df him, and of 
Lady Matilda Hknvood. — Before faer» 
it was Sand&xd's meaoing to have con^ 
cealed Ins tfaooghts upon fhe fiibje£b» 
and never to have mentioned it but wHh 
cofnpofiire; that was, however, impof^-' 
fibte — unnied to conceal his feelings^ 
at Ac name of RuifatM*ook, his counte* 
toance would always change, and a.far-i. 
caftic fneer, fometimes a frown of re« 
(emment, would force their way in fpite of 
his refoiution. — Mifs Woodl^, too, 
with all her boundlefs charity and good 
will, was, upon this occafion, induced 
to limit their excefs; and they did not 
extend fo far as to reach poor Ruffi- 
brook. — She even, and in reality^ did 
not think him handfomc or engaging iri 
his manners— Ihe thought his gaiety fri-* 
voloufneft, hiscomplaifance afFefiiation, 
VOL iti. H and 
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and his good hiimout impertinence. — ^Ic 
was imppflible to conceal thofe unfavouf'- 
able fentiments entirely from Matilda; fotr 
when the fubjcft arofe, as it frequently 
did, Mifs Woodley's undifguifed hearty 
and Sanford's undifguifed countenance^ 
told thqm inftantly. — Matilda bad the 
undeicftanding to imagine^ that fhe was^ 
perhaps, the objefl who had thus defor<- 
med Mr. Rufhbrook, and frequently 
(thougbhe was a .ftranger to ber, and one 
who had caufed her many a jealous 
heart .ach) frequently ihe would fpeak 
in his vindication. 

*' You are very good," faid Sandford, 
one day to her; " you like him, becaufc 
you know your father loves him/' 

This was a hard fentence for the daugh- 
ter of Lord Elmwood to hear, to whom 
her father's love would have been more 
precious than any other blefling — She^ 

however, 
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hoyftvtr, checked the aflault of envy, 
and kindly replied, 

** My mother loved him too, Mr. 
Sandford/' 

«* Yes," anfwered Sandford, •' he has- 
been ^grateful man to ,your poor mo- 
ther-^Sbe did not fuppofe when ftie took 
him iatq the houfe, when fhe intreated 
yoi^r father to take him, and- through 
her carefles and officious praifes of hint 
to his uncle, firft gave him that power 
vhidi he now poflefles over him'; flie 
little forefaw, at that time, his ingrati- 
tude, and its effeQs/' 

'' Very true," faid Mifs Woodfey; 
with a heavy figh. 

What ingratitude?" faid Matilda, 

do you fuppofe Mr.Rufhbrook is the 
caufe that my father will not fee me? 
Oh do not p^y Lord Elmwood's motive 
16 ill a compliment." 

H 2 "I do 
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^ I do ndt fay tbflt lie is die abfdtate 
caufe/* returned Sandford; but if a 
parent's heart is void, I would have it 
remain fo, till its lawful owner is replaced 
f^dfurp^ers I dfeteft/' 

'• No one can lake Lord Elmwood'* 
hfcart by forde'/* replied his daughter, 
** it muft 1 believe, be a free gift to the 
poliefibr ; afid as fach, whoever has it> 
has a right to it." 

In this TA^met tht would plead the 
young mail's exciife — perhaps but tor 
hear what could be Taid in his disfavour, 
for fecf etly bis narhe was bitter to heir— 
and once fhe exclaimed in vexation, on 
Sandford's faying Lord Elmwood and 
Mr. Ruflibrook were gone out Ihooting 
together, 

*^ All that pl^afure is now eclipfed' 
which I ufed to take in tiftening to the 

report 



f eport d my jTather^^ gfin, for I cannot 
Daw diftiogui^} h^^ j^^ra^is^r^i^V' 

$flyQ4for<J, much ^s ^le difliked li^ufti- 
brook— /or t^s expreSiori w^bich com* 
prifed. her father in the reflexion, twne^ 
to Matilda in e^xtrenc^ anger; b^t a^ \fp 
faw the colour liDouot into her face, for 
whajt, in the ftrong feelings qf her heart 
had efcaped herlips^ he did not fay a 
word — and by her ;tcars that followed, 
be rejoiced to fee hpw much &e re- 
proved herfelf. 

4 

Mjfs Woodley, vext to ,the heart, 
and provoked every time 0ie faw Lord 
Elmwood and Ruflibrook together, and 
faw the familiar terms on which this 
young man lived with .his benefa^qj:, 
now made her vifits to him very fel- 
dom. — If Lord EhpvBQod obferved 

H 3 this;i 
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this, he did not appear to obferve it J 
and though he received her politely 
ivhen {he did pay him a vifit, it was al- 
ways very coldly ; nor did fhe fuppbfe 
if fhe never went, he would ever aft 
for her. For his daughter's fake, how- 
ever, flie thought it right fonietimes to 
thew herfelf before him ; for flie knew 
it muft be impofiible that, with all 
his apparent indifference, he could 
ever fee htr without thinking for a 
moment on his child ; and what one 
fortunate thought might fometime bring 
about^ was an obje£l much too ferious 
for her to overlook. — She therefore, after 
remaining confined to her apartments' 
Aear three weeks, (excepting thofe anxi- 
ous walks fhe and Matilda ftole, while 
Lord Elmwood dined, or before he rofe 
in a morning) went one forenoon into 
his apartments^ where as ufual, 

fhe 
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fhe found him, with Mr. Sandforrf, 
and Mr. Rufhbrook. — After flic had fat 
about half an hoar, converfing with 
them all, though but very Httle with 
the latter. Lord Elmwood was called out 
of the room upon fome bufincfs ; pre- 
fently after him Sandford ; and now, 
by no means pleafcd with the com- 
panion with whom Qie was left, flie 
rofe, and was going likewife, when 
Rufhbrook fixed his fpeaking eyes upon 
her, and cried, 

'* Mifs Woodley, will you pardon me 
what I am going to fay ?" 

"Certainly, Sir—Yoa can, I amfure, 
fay nothing but what I muft forgive."—* 
But flie made this reply with a didance 
and a refcrve. very unlrke the ufual man- 
ners of Mifs Woodley. 

He looked at her earncllly and cried, 

H4 "Ah! 
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^Ahl MifsWoodley^ you idon't behave 
fo kindly to mc as you ufed to do !" 
. " I do not underfland you, Sir/'-^ 
ihe .rq>lied very gravely ; — *' Tinier are 
changed, Mr. Rufhbrook, fmce you 
vere laft here — you were then but a 
child." 

«' Yet I love all thofe perfons now, 
that I loved then;" replied ha; "and 
follhaUforever." 

" But you miftake, Mr. Rufhbrook ; 
I was not even then fo very jnucb 
the obje£k of your aSe6lioDs -^ there 
were other ladies you loved better.— i 
Perhaps you don't remember Lady 
JElmwood?" 

"Don't I," cried he, "Gh!" (clafp* 
ing his hands and lifting up his eyes to 
heaven) " {hall I ever forget her?'* 
« • 

That 



Thft moxneiu Lord Elm wood ^jpe^ed 
tbe door; t^e coDveifatioa of courJf 
that . moment ended ; but confufioqi 
at the furprife was on tbe &ce of 
both parties — he faw it, and looked 
at each of them ty turns, with a 
fternnefs that made poor Mifs Woodley 
ready to faint ; wbUe Ruihbrook, with 
the moil natgrai and happy laugh ihftt 
ever was afFefteid, " gried, *« No, 4pn'l 
tell my Lord, pray, Mifs Woodfey*"-^?- 
She \^as more confufed ^han before, c^nd 
Lord Elmwpod turning to bim^ ^aCkej^ 
what the fubje& was. — ^By this time he hft^ 
invented one, ,and continuing bis laugtv 
faid, •' Mifs Woodley, iny Lord, will 
toihk'di^y proteft (hdt die fftw my appa^ 
rition when I was a boy ; and fbe fays k 
is a fign I fhall die young, and is really 
much affeSed at it/' 

Lord 
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Lord Elmwood turned away before 
this ridiculous fpcech was concluded; 
yet fo well had it been a6ied^that he did 
not for an inftant doubt its truth. 

Mifs Woodley felt herfelf greatly re* 
lieved ; and yet fo little is it in the power 
of thofe we diflike to do any thing to 
pleafe us^ that from this very circHim- 
fiance^ fhe formed a more unfavourable 
opinion of Mr. Kuflibrook than ihe had 
done before.— -She faw in thrs Httle inci« 
dent the art of diOimulation, cunnings 
and duplicity in its moft glaring fhape ; 
and detefted the method by which they 
had each efcaped Lord Elmwood s fuf- 
picion, and perhaps anger, the more, 
becaufe it was fo dexteroufly managed. 

Lady Matilda and Semdford were both 
in their turns informed of this trait in 

Mr 
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Mr. Rufhbrook's charafter; and al- 
though Mifs Woodley had the beft of dif- 
pofitions, and upon every occafion fpoke 
the ftriaeft truth, yet in relating thti 
occurrence, fhe did not fpeak all the 
trutfi ; for every circutnftance that would 
have told to the young man's advantage^ 
literally had flipped her memory. 

The twenty-ninth of (Xlober arrived; 
on which a dinner, a ball, and fupper, 
was given by Lord Elrawood to aU the 
neighbouring gentry — the peafants alfo 
dined in the park off a roafted bullock, 
feveral cafks of ale were diftributed, and 
the bells of the village rung. — Matilda^ 
who heard and faw fome part of this fef- 
tivity from her windows, inquired the 
caufe; but even the fervant who waited 
upon her had too much fenfibility to tell 

her, and anfwered, " He did not know-* 

Mifs 
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M^& Woodley however foon learnt the 
reafpOj wd groaning with the painful 
fecret» informed her» ''Mr. Ruihbrook 
on that day was cooie of age/' 

*^ My birth day was laft week." re- 
plied ]Mtfilda; but not a word belide. 

In their retired apartments, the day 
pafied away not only foberly, but almoft 
fileniiy; for to fpeak upon any fubje£t 
that did not engage their thoughts had 
been difficulty and to fpeak upon the 
only one that did^ had been affli6ling. 

Juft as they were iitting down to din- 
ner their bell gently rung, and in walked 
Sandford. 

•' Why are not you among the revel- 
lers, Mr. Sandford ?" cried Mifs Wood- 
ley, with an ironical fneer — (the firft her 
features ever wore) — " Pray, were not 

you 



you invited to dine vith the com« 
pany ?" 

"Yes/' replied Sandford; "but my 
head ached; and fo I had rather come 
and take a bit with you." 

Matilda^ as if fhe bad feen his heart 
as he fpoke^ clung round his neck and 
fobbed on his bofom: he put her peeviihly 
away, crying *' Nonfenfe, nonfenfe — eat 
your dinner/' But he did not eat him« 
felf. 



€HAf4 
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CHAPTER IX. 

About a week after this. Lord Elm- 
wood went out two days for a vifit; 
confequently Rufhbrook was for that 
time mafter of the houfe. The firft 
morning he went a fhooting^ and re- 
turning about noon, enquired of Sand- 
ford, who was fitting in the room, if he 
had taken up a volume of plays left upon 
the table. — " I read no fuch things." re- 
plied Sandford, and quitted the room 
abruptly. Rufhbrook then rang for his 
fervant, and defired him to look for the 
book, afking him angrily, " Who had 
been in the apartment? for he was fure 
he had left it there when he went out." 
~The fervant withdrew to enquire, and 

prefently 
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jprefently returned with the volume in 
lis hand, and "Mifs Wppdiey's complin 
ipents, (he begs your pardon. Sir, ftie did 
3iot know the book was yours, and hope$ 
you will excufe die liberty fhe took," 

"Mifs Woodley!" cried Rufhbrook 
yrith furprife, *'flie comes fo feldom in- 
to thefe apartments, I did not fuppofe it 
was her who had it — take it back to her 
inftantly, with my refpe£Ls, and I beg 
file will keep it." 

The man went; but returned wi^h the 
book again, and laying it on the table 
without fpeaking, was going away; when 
Ruflibrook, hurt at receiving no fecond 
meffage, faid, *' I am afraid. Sir, you 
did very wrong in taking this book from 
Mifs Woodley." 

**It was not from her I took it. Sir,'* 
replied the man, ** it was from Lady 

Matilda." 

Since 
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Since he had entered the hdufe^ Rtlfh« 
brook had never before heard hernatne--^ 
iie was (hocked — confounded more than 
ever**^and to conceal what he fek, in* 
QznAf otdered the man out of the room. . 

In the mean time, Mifs Woodley and 
Matilda were talking over this trifling 
occurrence; and frivolous as it was, 
drew from it ftrong conclufions of Ru(h« 
brook's infolence and power. — In fpilcJ 
of her pride, the daughter of Lord Elm- 
wood even wept at the infiilt (he had 
received on this in(igniiicant occafionj 
for the volume being merely taken 
from her at Mr. Ruflibrook's command^ 
(he felt an infult; and the manner in 
which it was done hy the fervant, might 
contribute to the offence. 

While 
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. Whye Mi6 Woo^l^y aivJ ftc were 
upon th)s cony? rfa^on, a pote camp froqfi 
Ruihbrook tp Mifs Woodley, wherein 
be entreated be might be permuted to 
icie<heir. — She fcnt a verba) anfwer, ?*Shc 
va^ engaged/' He Tent again, begging 
ihe iMK>uId naine her own tjme. ^ut 
Aiire of a fecond denial^ be fqllowed the 
Servant who took the lall meflage, and 
^g }A\C$ Woodley camp out of her apart* 
H^nf iijto the gaUery to fpcak to him^ 
Ruibbrook prefen^d bimfelf^ apd told 
the man to retire. 

^ Jilr. Ruflxbrook," faid Mifs Wood- 
hy, **this intcufion is infupporx^bl^ ;-rT 
anfi deftitute gs ypu m^y think me of the 
i>i|i$Bidihxp of Lord EUpwQod " — : — • 

In the ardour Y^ith whjch R.ufhbroo^ 
wi^ vraiting tp exp.rpfs himfplf, he iutpr-j 

jupted her^ and c^qght hQl4 Qf bei" 
hand. . ' . . : 

« 

VOL. III. I She 
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Sh^ imifnediately fnatcbed it from hm, 
and withdrew into her chamber. 

He followed, faying in a low voice, 
^* Dear Mifs Woodley hear me/* 

At that junfture Lady Matilda, who 
was in an inner apartment, came out of 
it into Mifs Woodley 's. — Perceiving a 
gentleman, Ihe flopped Ihort at the door. 

Rtiftibrook eaft his eyes upon her, and 
flood motionlefs — his lips only movedo 
^* Do not depart. Madam," faid he, 
"without hearing my apology for beiiig 
here/' 

Though Matilda had never feen Him 
(ince her infancy, there was no occafion 
to tell her who it was that add^efled her— ► 
his elegant and youthful perfon,^ joined to 
the incident which had juft occurred, 
convinced her it was Ruihbrook: H^ 
ooke4 at him with an air of furpriz^ 
hit with (till more^ of dignity. 

••Wife 
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** Mifs Woodley is fevere upon me, 
MadaiD," continued he, " (lie judges 
me unkindly; and 1 am afraid ftie will 
prepoffefs you with the fame unfavoui*- 
able fentiments." 

Still Matilda did not fpeak, but look- 
ed at him with the fame air of dig- 
nity, 

V **If, Lady Matilda," refumedhe, '*I 
have offended you, and muft quit you 
without pardon, I am more unhappy 
aban I ihould b^ with the lofs of your 
father's proteflion — more forlorn, than 
when an orphan boy, your mother firft 
took pity on me." 

At this lad fentence, Matilda turned 
her eyes on Mifs Woodley, and fcemed 
in douJ)t what reply (he was to give. 
- .Ruihbrook immediately fell upon his 
bees — " Oh ! Lady Matilda/' cried 
he, "if you knew the fenfationsof my ^ 

la heart 



hetrti you would not treat ttie vidi tEise 
difidain/' . * 

^* We can only judge of thofe feD&r 
Uous, Mr. Ruihbrook^'' faidMifsWood^ 
ley,. '*by the eSe& they have upon youj? 
cxMiduB; and while you infolt JLord 
and' Lady £kn wood's dau^ies by 
an intrufion like this, and then ri* 
dicule her ah^ed; fta(e by jdoockeries* 
like thcfc " 

He flew from bis knees mflandy^ and 
interrupted her, crying '^ What caa I 
do ? — What am I to iay» to makej yock 
change your opinion of nie?f^Wfaile 
Lord £)mwood has been at home, I have 
J&ept at an awful.diftance; and thougb 
every moment I breathed ; was^ wifii to> 
caft myfelf at his daughters feel^ yet as- 
I feared, Mif&Woodley, thai yx)u» were 
incenfed againft im, by what meanawas: 
I to procure an interview but by ftrata- 

geia 
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j^m^r ft)0ce? — TUa accitjfent haf? gjyet) 
A third method, itnd { h^d Dot ftref^th^ 
ibad fiot courage, to let k pafs.— Lord 

l)oth ofusbe hurried to town iinm€diately 
— then how for a tedlo^B winter could I 
fuftaio the refiLexioe that I was dpfpifed^ 
nay^ perhaps coniidei;ed as an oh^eSt q£ 
ingratitudei by the only <jt)Ad ^ iny 
deccafed berteCaaSreft.*' 

Matilda replied wkh ali her fatfaer'$ 
baughttnefs, '* Depend upoo it. Sir, iC 
you ftoidd ever %emer my tJhougbtf^ it 
mill oiAy »beas an objel^ of envy.^ 

^' Suffer me then, Madaix}," faid be^ 
^ asinearnefl that you do not think woc(e> 
of me th^B I merit, fii&r me to i^e 
ibmotimes admitted into your prefeBce/' 

She wouid 'fcarce permii him to fioifh 
the period, bcGove flie replied, << Tfiis 
» the laft time, Sir^ yre (hall ever meei^ 

1 3 depend 
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depend upon it — unlers, indeed^ Lord 
Elmwood fhould delegate to you the 
Gontroul of me— Aw commands I never 
difpute." And here (he burft into tears. 

Ruflibrook walked to the wiridow^ 
and did not fpeak for fome tim6 — then 
turning himfelf to make a reply, both 
Matilda and Mif* Woodley were fome- 
what furprifed to fee, that he had been 
Ihedding tears himfelf — Having con- 
quered them, he faid^ ^ I will not ofiFend 
youy Madam, by remaining one mo- 
ment longer; and I give you my ho- 
nour, that, upon no pretence what- 
ever, will I prefume to intrude h^e 
again. — Profeffions, I find, have no 
weight, and only by this obedience to 
your orders, can I give a proof of that 
refpeft which you infpire ;-r-and let the 
s^gitation I now fecl^ convince you. Lady 
. ' M atild 
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Malilda, that, with all my feeming good 
fortune^ lam not happier than yoqrfclf." — 
And fo much was he agitated while he 
delivered this, that it was with difficulty 
he came to the cohclufion. — ^When he did, 
be bowed with reverence, as if leav- 
ing the prefence of a deity, and went 
away. 

Matilda immediately entered the 
chamber ifae had left, and without 
calling a Gngle look at Mifs Wood-^ 
ley, by which Ihe might guefs of the 
opinion Ihe had formed of Mr. Rufli- 
brook's conduft. — The next time they 
metthey did not even mention his name ; 
for they were aihamed to own a par- 
tiality in his favour, and were too jqftto 
Wing any ferious accufation againft him. 

1 4 But 
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Biit MitS wdbdlfey iht cky loHowing* 
cornmiknic&ted the intelKg^nte of thit 
Vifit «6 Mr. Siridford, who nfot belttg 
prefent, ^!?d A \viln'dfs of tlt(rfi4 tnafte <)f 
hattiflity ^fid Te(|)ea Whith %^ere tdir^ 
Ipicubas ia the de^ltrw^rit of MT.RUfli* 
bfook, was^Wgliiy offended at hk prcn 
fumption, and threatened if he . ever 
dared to force his company there again, 
he woiild acquaitit Ii6rd Eimwood With 
his ^trogaince, iirhatevcr might be the 
cvent*-«— Mife Woodley^ h©!wever, affured 
him, (he believed he v/b\i\d havie no 
caafe for fudi a complaint, as the yoai^ 
ttiditi had ^ade the moft foi^mn promife 
never to commit the like offeftce ; and 
ftre thought it her dirty to enjoin Sand-- 
ford, till he did repeat it^ tvot to ttfen-^^ 
tion the ^rcumftatiX^ evtn to K^lh^ 
brook himfelf, 

Matilda 



M^dl4^ Muld nm bat feel a regtif d 
for her father's heir, in miitt^ifbf^ 
^t which {h€ had fo fervently deolai^d 
for her ; yet the mote favourable h«r opi« 
mon of his mind andinanners, then^yorifir 
be tretatne aa ob)e£i of her jeai^afy fof^ 
d)e afft^rtims <:^ Lord Elifi w^od^ and W{|^ 
now cottfeqiiemly, an objeQ: of greater 
forr6w to her, than when fbe believed: 
him lefs wort,hy. — This, was reverfed OW 
his part towards her — no jealoufy inter- 
vened to bar his admiration and efteeni 
— the beauty of her perfon, and gran- 
deur of her mien, not only confirmed, 
but improved, the exalted idea he had 
formed of her previous to their meet- 
ing, and which his affe£lion to both her 

parents had infpired. The next time 

be faw his benefaflor, jhe began to feel 
a new efteem and regard for him, for 
iiis daughter's fake ; as he had at firit 

an 
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an efteem for her» on the foundation of 
his: love for Lord and Lady Elm wood- 
He gazed with wonder at his uncle'$ 
infeniibility to his own happinefs, and 
^ould gladly have led him to the jewel be 
call away, though even his own expul* 
fion fhould be the fatal confequence.— 
Such was the youthful, warm, generous, 
grateful, but unthinking mind of Ru(b- 
brook. 
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CHAPTER x: ■ 

After this incident. Mifs Woodley 
left her own apartments lefs frequemly 
than before — (he was afraid, though till 
now miftruft had been a ftranger to her 
heart, (he was afraid, that duplicity 
might be concealed under the apparent 
friendfhip of Ru(hbrook; it did not in^ 
deed appear fo from any part of his be- 
haviour, but (he was apprehenfive for 
the fate of Matilda; (he difliked him too, 
and therefore (he fufpefted him. — For 
near three weeks (he had not paid a 
vi(it to Lord Elmwood, and though to 
faerfelf every vi(it was a pain, yet as 
Matilda took a delight in hearing of her 
father, what he faid, what he did^ what 

his 



ibis attention feemed naoft employed on, 
and a thoufand other circamftantial in- 
formations) in which Saadford would 
fcorn to be Jitlf fe partial ar, it was a 
deprivation ]to her^ that Mifs Woodley 
4id not go o&eneir. — Now ioo^ tiie mid- 
4^ ^f November had arrived, and it 
was ei&pe&ed her father would foon qMk 
^country. 

: Partly therefore ito indulge her hapkfc 
C0txif>anion^ and partly becaufe it was a 
duCy^ Mifs Woodley paid Lord Elm-, 
w^d a morning vi£t, and ftatd dini>er^ 
-— Ruihbrook was officioufly polite, (for 
that wa« the epithet fhe gave bis fttten- 
tiot) in relating it to Lady Matilda) yet 
ihe owned be had not that ibrward im« 
pertinence (he had formerly difcavered> 
inbim, but appeared much more grave 
andfedane, 
. . « But 



•*Bui tell vckf of my faihcr/' feid 

"I was goings my dcai — but 4on^ 

1« xw[cefn«l-HiQli't let it vcpc yoUp'V : 

f* VVM? yhM?" cmd Matilda 

♦^Wby, pn roy obfeFving ^ai I 
thought Mr. Rufhbrook looked pftkf ihan 
«rual; a#id appeared t^Qt to be in pevfeEk 
healthy (which was really tb« cafe) your 
father exprefled the greateft ans^iety 
imagioaMe ; he &id be could iEK)t bear 
tg^ fee him iuo]|L fo ill, bagged him wi(|» 
all the teiulerne& of ^ parent to take the 
advice of a phyikjan^ ^ added f 
ihoufand other aSeflionate things." 

•' I detea Mr. Rulhbrook.''— feid Ma* 

Ulda^ with her eyes flafixing .indignatioii* 

. •• Nay» . for ibame/' returned Mifc 

Woodley^j ^'do you fuppofe I told ypji 

this^ to make you hate bixa ? " 

••No^ 
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*^ No, there was no occafion for 
that," replied Matilda; *' my fenliments 
{though I have never before avowed 
them) were long' ago formed; he was 
always an objeS which added to my 
unhappinefs ; but fmce his daring ihtri> 
iion into my apartments, he has been 
an objeft of my hatred/' 

"But now perhaps I may tell yott 
fomething to pleafe you/* cried Mift 
Woodley. 

«And what is that?" faid Matilda, 
ivith indifference; for the firft intelli- 
gence had hurt her fpirits too much to 
fufFer her to liften with pleafure to any 
other. 

" Mr. RuQibrook," continued Mifs 
Woodley, "repiied to your father, his 
indifp6(ition was but a flight nervous fe- 
ver, and he would defer a phyficiarf*« 
advice till he went to London— on which 

Lord 
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tord Elinwood fiiid , " And when do you 
cxpeft to be there ?'*— he replied, *• With- 
in a week or ttvo, I fuppofe my Lord.** 
But your father anfwered, "I- do not 
mean to go myfelf till after Chriftmas." 
~" No indeed, my Lord!" faid Mr. 
Sandford/ with furprife : " you have not 
pafled your Chriftmas here thefe many 
years.**—*' No," returned your father; 
"but I think I feel myfelf more attached 
to this houfe at prefent, than evef I did 
in my life.'* 

'* You imagine, then^ my Father 
thought of me, ¥^hen he faid that?** 

cried Matilda eagerly; 
"But I may be miftaken,'* replied 

Mifs Woodley. — " I leave you to judge. 

— Though I am fure Mr. Sandford 

imagined he thought of you, for I faw a 

Imile over his whole face immediately." 

« Did you, Mifs Woodley ? ", , 

i ** Yes; 
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V Ye$ ; it appeared on evMV fcfMure 
^e^p(ppt hi« lips j; thofe he kefi ijpiftt cli^fii^ 
for ^r Lor4 JE^lniwaqi4 >ib99kl'>y«rr 
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. MiO» Woodley, wuh all h^rioiimiu 
iMelUg^ce, di4 not however acqittiat 
MatUda> that Ruihbrook foUoiMd ha to 
the window wbea tke £ari wa». ^:Hlt 

of ihfifwm^ aod Sandford half . aiteep 
M tl|e;9tl|er eqd of if, ai>d ioquipedl* r<ei- 
fpedfuUy but anxioufiy for her; adding^ 
f^It is iBjy ciNie^rn.ibr Lady: MatHda 
MAich maket me thu^ indtfpofisdr I 
fuffer more than her; but> i am not 
permitted to tell her fo, nor aan I bbpe 
Mifs Woodley, you wiH/' — She to- 
-plied «You are right. Sir/' Nor did 
'file reveal this coaverfation,* whii^ -not 
afentenee thai pafied except that, was 
pmitted* . -^ 

V — When 



When Chriftmas arrived, LorU Eiai * 
mcod had maay convivial ^ys at Eloif 
wood Houfe, but the name of MadWa 
"vas never menriooed by ooe of his^gueft^i 
at)d moft probably wa« never thought of. 
•*— DuTMTg all thofc holidays, (be wa^ un-. 
ttlijally mekfieholy^ but funk intp the 
(}ee{£ft^deje£lion when (fae wasjtold th^ 
day was fiiced, oil which her faither was 
to return lo^ town. — On the tnoming of 
that day ibe wept incei&ntiy; and all 
kerjcfoofol alien was "She would go to 
riie chamber window that was fronting 
ibe door through which he was to pafs 
lo Iiis carriage, and for the firft time, and 
moft probably for ihe laft tim^ in hei? 
Kfe,. behold him^ 

Thiis defign was foon forgot in an* 
other: — "She would rufe boldly into 
Ihe apartoaent where he was^. and at hi^ 

VOL. MI* K- feet 



230 A SIMPLE STORY. 

feet take leave of him for cv:^r— S|be 
would lay hold of his haiyds, clafp bis 
Jcnees, proyoke him to fpi^rn her, ^vhich 
would be joy in compa;r^fon tp this cruel 
indifference." — In the bijtterpefs of her 
grief, Ihe once called upon her mother, 
and reproached her memory — but the 
moment Ihe recollefled the offence, 
(which was almoft inftantftneoufly) (be 
•became aU , mildnjcff and refignatioi}. 
"What have I faid?" cried ^^; 
** Dear, dear faint, forgivq me, and (pf 
your fake I will bear all with patienccT- 
I will not groan, I will not even figh 
again — this tafk I fet njyfelf to aton^ fo)f 
wha^ I have dared to uuer." 






While Lady Matilda laboured updf 
this variety ^of fenfations, Mifs Wood- 
ley was occupied in bewailing and en- 
deavouring to calm her fori:ows— and 

\ Lord 
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Lord Etmwood, with Rufhbrook, <v^i 
ready to fct off.-— The Earl, however; 
loitered, and did not once feerii in hafte 
to be gone.— When at laft he got up to 
depart, Sandford thought he prefled his 
hand, and fhook it with more warmth 
thari^ ever he had done in his life.— En- 
couraged by this fuppofition, Sandford, 
laid, •^My Lord,"won't you condefcend 
to'tak^ your leave bf Mifs Woodley ?" — 
^'Certainly, Sandford," replied he, and 
f^emed glad of an excufe to fit down 



agam. 

o 



ImprefTed with the idea of the (late 
in which flie had left his only child; 
Mifs Woodlev, when fhe came before 
Lord Elinwood to bid him farewell, 
was pale, trembling, and in tears. — • 
Sandford, notwithftanding his patron's 
apparently kind humour, w^as fhocked at 

K 2 the 
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ibf coni^.u£Hon he muft put i^n Uen 
apjpfikV^i^I aiid crrcd,. '^ What, Wtfr 
Woodley, arc ypu not recovered dl^' 
ydiiir illricft jtet ?" Lord Elba wodd, bow- 
tyejf, took no^' notice of Her looks, but' 
after wiifaing her her health,^ walk«!d* 
ftowly. out of the houfe ; turning: 
back frequently and fpeaking to Safrd- 
fprd, or to fome other perfiSn wlio 
w«s behind him,, as if part of hiV 
thoughts were left behind,. a^idJbe went 
"wilhreJ^Qanoe. 

When he had quitted ihe room where 
Mife Woodley was; Rufhbrook, timid 
before ber^ as^ (he had been before her 
benefaftor, went up to her, all humility, 
and faid, "Mifs Wpodtey, we ought? 
to be friends; our concern, our devo- 
tion is pai^ IQ the fame objefts, ami otie 

common^ 
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>|pit H3^ to w^te to, ypu .wh^ri I/ftn^ 
Bivay?" {aid be; "You ina,y; wifli to 
bje^r, of Lo,fd Elmw^<M^f health, andof 
\fMtx:haOg:e^ tmy t^%^ pUcp ifj bi$ re for 
^lutionsT-rjVVyi .you pcrroit nie ?"! — r-^t 
i^hat r xnomept a fervent, cam^ and faid^ 

waiting for you." He haftenedaway, ar>d 
Mtfs Woodley was relieved from the 
.pain of fgw(ir}g*h(™ 21 deini^K, J 






No foQAGT was ITO cJi^ife ^vkh a^ll its 
altendant|5, qqt, of .fight,, tb^ff: Lady 
.At^plda was condu/Qed' iby.:Mifjj Wood- 
ley from bcr]p|iely retr^^, ioto;iii&t part 
of tijj^hairfe from whence hep fathicr had 
juft departed-— and flje vifited evety (pot 
^bere be had fo long refided, with a 

K 3 plcafing 
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pleaGng curiofity that, for a^M'hile .dini 
verted her grief. — In the bre^i^faft ^ 
dining rooms, fhe leaned oyer thpfef(?at& 
m%h a kind of filial piety^ on which (lie 
was told he had been accu(ipiped to fit, 
And in the library fhe took up with 
filial delight, the pen with which he had 
been writing ; and looked with the moft 
curious attention into thofe books that 
were laid upon his reading defk. — But a 
hat, lying on one of the tables, gave 
her a fenfation beyond any other fhe ex- 
perienced on this occafion — in that tri- 
fling article of his drefs, fhe thought fhe 
faw himfelf, and held it in her hand with 
pious reverence. 

In the mean time. Lord Elmwood 
and Rufhbrook were proceeding on 
their road, with hearts not lefs heavy 

than 



I 



A SIMPLE story; 135 

than thofe wMch they had left at Elm- 
wood Houfe, though neither of them 
could fo well define the caufe of this 
oppreflion, as Matilda could account for 
^c weight which bpprefled her. 
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I OUNG as Lady MMiloa was du- 
ring the life of her mother, neiiherrte 
youth, nor the reclufe Hate in which ilic 
lived, had precluded her ffoiri the no- 
tice and foiititatiohs of a nobleman wbo 
had profeffed himfelf htr^4ov^rv Vif- 
count Margrave 'had ai^^^ftate not far 
diftant Fromthe retreat Lady £.lmwood 
had ichoferi ; ' and being devoid to the 
fports of tfie tountry^ he feldom quitted 
it for any of thofe joys which the town 
ofFeed^-^M^e was a young man, of a 
handfome ]f)ei'roti, and was, v^hat his 
neighboufs^aPfed '*^ A man of fpirit/'— 
He was art'^jjcellent fox-hunter, and as 

excellent a-^cmnpamon ovirr bis bottle at 

the 



the ci^d of tbi? chacB-^bc was prodigal 

«f hd« foilu«e^ wbcjfTe hb picafores 

were , coitcfirnied, and ^ thofe plost^ 

fares were chitfly fociaJv bis fporting 

^ompa^ions asd his mHlrefles (for thcfcJ 

vfcf C;alfo of thfi pi^ral miiml^er) ps^rioofo 

J^gply^ of ^i^ wQaliJi. 

> 
iTwo mpfiib^.pfCviQtt^jUi) Juady.EJm- 

-woottl'* dea^h^ Mir&Wo©diey and La^ 
Mdtilda were -taking their ufiiaJ waik in 
fefntd^Betdsiand iaties neax ta their hoiife^ 
wifaea. xhance threw JLonl Margrave i» 
t^fireiriway^ during a thunder ftorm ir» 
which il^y were ftiddtsEiJy ca«ght; aiwl 
behatithe.ratisfaaion taxxjrrvey his new 
acquaintances to their home in hi$ 
xarriage, fafc from the fiu?y of the ele- 
ments — Grateful for the fervicc he hdd 
ijtcafideretl them, Mifs Woodley and her 
-chaacge, pentiiiiedi bimionenquire occa^ 

Conally 
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timesi fee hinti^-^The ftory l ofiiady E^mwd 
wood wa$^ktu>wnijoLordMasgcaT^^ and^^ 
as be beheld bier cbUgliteir With a paffioit < 
luch as he bad been lunufed' : to over^^^ 
come, be indulged it with the pvobabki ' 
hope, that on the death of thtt mothet*'^ 
Lord Elmwood would receive his chitd^ - 
and perhaps accept htm as his (bh*in4aiMr^ 
— Wedlock was not the plan which Lord 
Margrave had ^ver propofed to bimfelf 
for happineis;; but the excels ofJiis love 
on this new occaiion^ fubdt^ed all tbe 
refolutions : b^ had formed againft the 
married ftat^ ; ; and. not daring . to Jiope 
for the confummationof bis^viflicsby an^ ' 
pther means, be fuffered himfclfto look ^ 
forward to tha!;4^asbis only jrefourGe, — No 
foonerwas the long-expeSed deaih of ^ 
Lady Elmwood arrived, than he waited 
with impatience to bear that Lady Ma- 
tilda 



ti1d9tttvdsiftiiilvfdii'and ackDOMrled^d by 
herfitheit ; kk^hc < mearni to be the lirft 
loJay b«£o^ei'Lor<l iLlmwood his pre^ 
teoAohS'ias a i*iitor.-^But tfaofe .preten* 
fioni^ were, founded on the vague hopes 
of a lovcfonly ;. and Mifs Woodley, to 
\vhQm be finft declared them, faid every 
thi5g ^poflible ta. convince him of their 
fallacy. — «Afl -to the obje&of hispaffion, 
fhe was not only infenfible, but hiatten- 
live to all that waa (aid to her on the 
fubj/^*^Lady Ehmvood died without 
ever being .difturbed with it; for her 
daughter itid not even femeraber his 
propofah fo as'to repeat them again/ and 
Mifii Woodley thought it prudent to 
conceaLfrotn her friend, every new in- 
cident which might give her caufe for 
new anxieties. 

r • • • • 

When 
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.Whca Saadfojrd and t^j^Jiei -leftj^ 
(tpnh an4 c9jTie to JElm^pod iioU%/;% 
«[>iich werc (heir thoughts^ ^jl)4d^y^d w^l^ 
fOthcri^caSjjthat Lord.Max^ravctlid m^ 
•occupy a place; . and during the , wholft 
*tiinc;they had been at thew P?eiW^ ^bodj^ 
4hey had never once heard' cP W«j. — :I^0 
Jbad, neverlhelefsj his \^liole mind fixed 
^VqfW^B I^y Jyfauldai nytdvplaced {pie9 in 
^tke netgbbotyrhood tQ.inforoi him : of 
/cv:cry x;Ti:camftanca in ber.Ct^atiorK-^ 
£bvxng imbibed an auerfioo te- matri-^ 
BKiny^ .he bo^d M^ttb Ml Jitde^ rcgtw;^ 
4l«tt.tbeifeoW2^*. no,.piolpeft,af her ev;ep 

becoming., her faiber'^ he^i -vjute iucb 
.M iDfim^atipn gaace him ihe, hbpie qf 
oUainiJig, bi^^ .V^pon ^the Ittxim ^Cvft 
miftrefe^ 
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Lord Elm wood's departure to t<mJ^ 

forwarded this hqpe^ ami flatteriag him- 

3 fetf 



kS thai the hunailiatinj^ fkfia^iop im 
mdt Mittewuft feel hetfelf in tho- 
houfe oF her Fdther,, might glacHy induct 
ftdr to ts&fe^'flitfter unxier any other pro- 
tedlion, he Boldly adVaiKed aa ibon as 
the Earl' was gpne, to make fueh over-- 
idre^'as Ms wiflics aiid his vanity loldl 
B Jiii, cbuW'not be rejeaed; 



;/.. 



' • InqinAngfw Mifs Woodley, be eafily 
gaiiied^ adthil?tatice ; hut at the fight of 
fo liiMCh ttiodefty and dignity iri theper-i- 
fori tip MatHda, fo rrtucft good will, and^^ 
y^ ftieh ciikrurbrpeftion ■ in her compa- 
nion ; and tfcegood fenfe and proper fpi- 
rit which' were always apparent in the 
manners oF Sandford, he FePFonce nwre* 

9 

into the dc^ondency, of never^ become 
ing to Lady Matilda any thing of more- 
importance to his reputation^ than, da 

Hiiftkrii. ^^^ ' ^ 

'T. ',-:../■■ •: .-X.. ; ..-■'■ 'J--- £verl) 



time* • ■ d<*ied 'him, VHiKf. SiiMii 
fet fdrth^lhe imprbprldl^ of trotfBfittg 
Lord- ElmVood on fucH ii fdbje^'at'i^fe. 
fent ; and while the Vifddint s penetra- 
tion, ftriall as it was, d?fco^ered in %fis 
fair orte,tnore to difcoura^e^ than'fo 
favour his wiflies. — 'Plurtgidd, boweV^r^ 
too deep in his paflSon to emerge from 
it in hafte, he meant lllH t'b vifit, and 
waft for" a diange to hdprn^r cit-ctinr- 
ffances, whieil he was perem*^torfly db- 
fired hy Mr. Sahdford lb defift from 
ever coming again. ' ' '' '"' '' 
• '^ And whyi Mr. SelndlSl-a'r ^tfri^d 
the VifcounY; ' ^ i « :< '> 

«* For two reafons, my Lord ;-^ in 
the firft place, yoar vifits might be dif- 
pleafing to Lord Elm^vobd; — in- the 
next place, I kmvi^ they are fo' to his 
daughter/* 

' * Unac. 



.^.^^njujifju^^gHed.to be ; c,addiPeflfeti lb 
,f^i^Y^ p^^J9^1arly in av<4^&i where this 
.^qfwff wai,, i^tercfted, he noverthetefs 
X^b^^^d^t|l patience; hut in his own 
Wa4 d^f cif^i?ed; how long, this patience 
, JObouldf qon^oqei — no longer than it ferved 
asxbeinean<^^o^prove his olnidience^ and 
by tba;. artifici3> to fccure his better re- 
..Ci^ion at fcipe future period. > . 



• f 



. ...ppjiis return borne, cheered with the 
huz:Z'^ . of. .bj&,. jovial companions^ he 
,b^a to. ^qnfult tbo/e fFiend$, what 
fcheme was bed to be adopted for the 
ac£iQinpU{b^c;nt x}f . his defii?c$« — Some, 
boldly advifed application tQ the father 
in defiancq tp, the old prieft ; . but that 
was the very; laft method his Lordihip 
himfelf appifpved, as marriage mull 
inevitably have followed I-ord Elipr 
wood's confent : befides, though a Peer, 

Lord 
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Peers ; and even ^^iSasHksatitf^tS^iu^ 
icrvicw wh one of his equals^ carried 
along wiebte»teTVor, Of ai.katalfaitiljbe). 
«D a :rufti€r%ait>a.-^Otli«psrbfi'ftti8lc3Qifi)t 

Ihe Peer pofiefied iio afts of iMs fci^ 
to affei^a heart joined wkbt&idi dfi^oiY^ 
de rftarui ing as M^t i)da'8.r'rf£iti& ]»e wsevett}^ 
wanting among his nraft fevatiriie couriiiBlr 
kxrs fome,whapaimed tiiefii^6Fio9 ^Fnimpk* 
affd graitficdiion oF<fdrce } iHofetfffilit^ 
Iwm there Jiwrtj mnhitig la a^rehend^mS' 
der ihh head, as feom Ai^ befaarvkmr of 
JLord £lisiwaod;:£o bis cfinW^ di^wa^iflblo 
than protesrbl^, faeiKioold be mUsrly 7ihdi& 
fer^nt as rt»6 aa);t vtolenct ihmMok^ bt 
offered faer«— ^Thisiaft advite feeniddM 
%ired bf the aid <)f wine ; soidino ibwer 
'kad tbe wini^ fmtly cirdulated^ tim 
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pciiP0d4>y'(£ib:!iiebe(b i . • . i 

-Hi^^ile liyc^dMtrgr&TCdkeniatdy^ che« 
liftijod tfai&riiopesi^ ^d \A% ftam m the 
^tapxxy; Ru^dbrobk in town gave way 
tbr>kis^ftiari oRiy^ — 'Eviery day of bis life' 
madeiithi ihwe ac^aii^ted with the firmy 
isa(hxkcn« ts^ttiper bf Lord Elmwoodi 
antti levery day' rwKf^fjpcred . more forcibly 
ifqiiiua 'owa^ lieait^ drat pity^ gratitude, 
iafid ' fiiehdOiip,' >ftn>ng and alfedionace 
^ni tbefe' pa^v 91%, are weak and cold 
to that,' vifaith had gait^fihe ipo&flion 
of Istin-'^he donfatcdy but be did not long 
ddfubtj, ' thad^ wfaidh he felt was love.— ^ 
^^' And yfit/> faid he to himfeifi *^ k is 
Iwb of fudi a kind i as arifing from 
cmkst indepeadem of the objeft itfelf, 
cbql fcarce' defere that feewi iHune. — 
Sid I not love Lady Matilda before I 
VOL. m. L beheld 



beheld her ^~fef hegriitodjwfsoftkq^^ 
loved her — and ev^n fefTHtofittfc^'jew 
Should 1 have felt the fetoc affedion fcr 
her, had (he been the child of oihei' fn^ 
rents ? — No. Or (hould I h4v^ felt .that 
fympathetic tendernefs which now preys 
\ipon my health, had not her; oiisfortunes 
excited it ? — No.*'— Yet the love which 
is the refu't of gratitude and pity only, 
he thought had little claim to xmk 
with his ; and after the moft deliberate 
and deep refledtion, he concluded with 
this decifive opinion ^ — He had loved 
I-,ady Matilda^, in whatever Jiate^ in what' 
ever cireumJlafKesi ^nd that the tendpr- 
nefs he fe}t towards h^f, $nd th^ anxieqf 
for her happinefs before he knew hep, 
extrenie as they were, were yet cool nod 
4ifpa0ipnate fenfatipns, com paired tQtiiofc 
which her perfon and demeanc^ir bad iu- 
cited^and though he acknowledged, that 

by 



by <^ ppriteikig fcAilmchts, hh hiait 
-was fefa^eti/ipiiBpafed, arid mouklfed, as 
iti \j^iie; id^ receive this kft inlpreffio», 
^et the ^iDiebce of his pkiTidn told hiih 
3{hat genuke love, if not th6 bafis mt 
^ which k was fownded, had been thcf cqii- 
?tain confequcnce.— With a ftria fcrutiny 
'into his heart he fought this knowledge, 
k^t arrived at it widi a regret that 
Amounted to defpair« 

^ 1 » • ■" . . t ] 1 f"» \ . I .. » 

rir T<^ fljfieM him from defpondency, he 
tfdfjtncd ill hi^-mind a thoufand vifiont^, 
^fpkyingtlJejoys of his union with Lady 
MktiMa^ ; ^'butf ' h&r father^ im jdacability 
4ldlifdtii«fed^^feem all. Lord Elmwood 
I'ms a mail ^ho made few refolutions -^ 
4>^ thofe wei»e^he effeft of dehberation ; 
^nd as he Wjpfs not the lead capricious or 
indonftant in his temper, they w^re refo- 
^ikidca» wliieh no probable ^vent could 

L z fliakc. 
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fhake. — Loy^, that prodycgs wonders, 
that fcduces and fubdues the tnoft de- 
fcrlTiJhed ahd'Tigid fpirit*, W^d in rt^d 
mftandes overcome the iHfiekibility-^df 
iJyfd Elniwood ; he niamed JLady Eiry-i 
wood contrary to his deterfnittadbn, ' tj^^ 
<*atife he loved ; and for the f^ke of i\iit 
beloved objeft, he had,^*<:<in^i^iry'tdTil4 
rtfolutiori, taken under hi^f khtriediSti 
^re young Ruflibrodk ; but the m'agiii 
which once enchanted awiy^s fpirkitf 
imniutability wafe no riidfe^Iiady Elm* 
wood was no more, and the'tfearm 4^5 
troken.-"^-' - ^ ■••^ ^^ -'''^'' '■ ^''^'^ 

•f , ♦ \ . ' ( •-.-■. V * • I ■? ■- . f \ ■-• f- ■ -< f . « 7 

As Mifs ^?^odley was d^^ri^^ed of^Hi 
opportunity <# defiritig 'Rufljfefook abt 
to write, when he a(ked her the permif- 
fion,lie pa&dohe whole mdfnihg,ih>the 
gratificatibh of forteingsftdwri'eing a let- 
ter to her, which he thought rfiightf-pofl^ 
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-<)f-, i'^.n-^ 5^■l r .■ - / ■'■ •■ -:r. ^^^ 
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l3|ly.be,i{lT9^n to Matilda, -^,As he dare4 
IfptyiCqupU: JUffon any of thofe drcumr' 
fta^ces ijiiw)iid> he was the mofl; inters 
efted, , tbisj . rjoiiacd to the refpe<Sl he 
wifli^4 tf> pay !tli€ lady to vf hotp he wrotCp 
ljfTiit^4^hiS; letter to alx)utjw.enty. lines.; 
yet thefludious manner with, which thefe 
lines were cJiAatedy the hope they might, 
atid the fep»r they might npc, be feen and 
ji^gardqd bfy l^dy Matilda, rendered the 
t^ an,a0xi^t55 ib pleafmg, that he could 
have wilhed it might have lafted for a 
year; and in this tendency to magnify 
t^rifl^, >wa^ difcoverable, vthi^ a^ver:'fail- 
ing fymp^GBppi j9f ardent loye. 



; ^ . . • , ! ^^.■■.f'■ M 



A reply to < th 5g formal jad^refsj was a 
reward he .wiihed for- \f ith 4mpatienee, 
but he wilhed iii vain { raftd.in the midft 
^^his chagrin at the difappointment, a 
forrow, little thought of, occurred, and 

L 3 ^^^ 
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gave him a perturbation <yf maaSd ht had 
never before txpcrienced^-i— iLordEklli*-' 
wood propoftd a wife to him; and in i 
way fo affbred of his acqTiie{cenc?e, that^ 
if Rufhbrook's life had depended upbtt ' 
his daring to difpute his bcncfa^orV 
will, he would not have had the courage 
to have done fo. There was, however^' 
in his reply, and bis emhattaffmenti 
fomething which his uncle diftkiguilbed 
from a free concurrence ; and looking 
ftedfaftly at him, he (aid, iit that ft^n 
manner which he now alm<^ ii^vari^bijf 
adopted, 

^* You have no' engagements, I fup* 
pofe f Have made no preii^ious ppD-s: 
mifes!*' 

" None on earth, my JL^rd/' fcpHed 
Ruihbrook candidly. . . - 

'' Nor '^have jfo\i mp6{eA of yow 






-^: I9i^,fiaiyJbord/f replied he ;\ h^ixiet ^ 
car|di41y -r:npr vdth an ^ppe^x^^ce pjf' 
c^ncJoUr, 1 for f bough he fpQ^e haftily, , 
it-was rpither like a man fngbtcfied thaii 
afliijred--^He hyrried to tell thp falfehood. 
he thought himfelf obliged to tell, that 
the p^ia ax>4 A>anie might be over ; but 
there he.^as, deceived — the lie once told 
w^ afir trpublefon>e as in the conception,: 
agd added .another cgnftiiion to the firft. 

X-^rd 'Eicnwood now fixed his i^yes 
iipon him \^ith a fullen cpptempt, and 
rifing from his chair, faid, ^^ Rufhbrook, 
if you have been fo inconfiderate as to 
give away your hearty tell me fo at once, 
and tell me the objed/* • 

Ruftibroc^ (baddeP!^ at Jthe tho^>gat. 

^* I here/' continM«d the $larl, '' to- 
lerate the firft Matrujth yoq vcv^r told me, 

L 4 ,a«i 



as the faHe aflertioii oSf^ihimdt^ vebA 
give you ai^ oppominity 4»f 'recillkgiJI 
-—but after this moment, it k' a lie he* 
tween man and man — a iicio yonr fiend 
and father^ and I will not f^grpe iu^ ^d 
• vRuflibrook flood iHent^ GQDfered>-i8t 
iarined, and bewildered in fais thoughtft 
^ — LcMd Elmw6od |)r0€eede(}, 
^ ^^ Name the pcrfoja, if diere is arif, 
on whom you have befljqwed your hezstl 
and though J do not ^te you the hop* 
that r (hall? not jcciifore yoorlblly, I wHl 
at leaft not reproach you for havingt & 
firft denied i if,'' ^ 



■•,>^ ,--> ^ ■, . ^ 



To repeal!' thefc words in writing, die 
reader mufi condemn the young w^ 
that he cddfal ^hefitate to own he loved, 
if te was even afraid to^narae the objcft 
of hb pa^Onr; but his interrogator had 
niade the two anfwers infeparablc, fo 

A - X that 



iHiafat all CYufiom of the fecotid^ Rtifh^ 
ferodc knew] would be fruklcfs, after kan- 
vkig avowed the firft — and iiow could he 
confefs the totar ? The abfolute orders 
he received feom the fteward on his fiift 
return from his travels, were, ** NeJvcr 
to mention his daughter, any more thaA 
his late wife> before Lord Eimwdod."' — 
The fault of having ruddy intruded into 
liady Matilda^s prefence, ruflied too upon 
his mind ; for he did not even dare to 
£iy, by what means he had beheld her.*— 
But mord than all, the threatening man- 
ner in which this rational and apparently 
conciliating fpeech was uttered, the me- 
naces, the feverity which fet iipon the 
'fiarrs countenance while he delivered 
thdfe moderate words, might have in- 
dmidated a man wholly independent, 
^aaid lefs ufed to v fear him than his ne- 
phew had been. r 
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*^ You make no anfwcr,* Sur." &Mq ]|k 
JLord Eltnwood, after waiting a few mo*^ 
Qlefnts hr his reply* lo 

" I have only to fay, my Lord,*' to* \u 
timied Rufhbrook, " that although my 
heart maybe totally difengaged, I maf; h 
yec be difinclined to marriage." i lb 

'** May ! May ! Your heart may be. h 
difengaged," repeatsed be. < " Do yoa ji 
dare to reply to me equivotally^ whea 1 
have ialked a pofitive anfwet ?" 

** Perhaps i am not pofitive myfelf, 
my Lord ; butt I Avill inquire into xhc 
Aate of my mind, and mafcc you ac- 
quamted with it very foon*'* 

As the angry demcancwrof his \xn<M 
^ffe<Sted; Riiflibrook with fear, fa. that 
fear, power&iHy (but with* proper raanlb 
-nefs) exprefied, again foftened the dit 

plealurc 



pleasure of ImOTcI Elm wood; and feeing 
^Hd rpkying ^liis nephew^s fenfibilky, he . 
How changed his auftere voice, and faidt 
nifldly, bun firmly, 

xff- 1 give you a week to confult with 
y^iirfelf ; at the expiration of that time I 
fhall talk with you again, and I com«» 
tnmd you to be then prepared to fpeak, 
iKKDonly without deceit, but without he-^ ^ 
iiaftioft/'i — He left the room at thefe 
words, and left Ruftibrook releafed from 
a, fiicc, which his apprehenfions had bc- 
hffM impending that moment. 

He had jiow a week to call his thoughts 
together, to weigh every circumftance|, 
and to determine whether implicitly to 
fabmit to Lord EknwoodV recommen- 
dation of a wife, or to revolt from it^ 
aod fee another, with more fubferviency 
to bis will, appointed his heir. 

Unde- 
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; , UndctcrmipeU.^hosy, xg ^' ypoii.,^!^ 
trial whicb .\v^ to dcqi^e l^aTfq^q^ 4^|-, 
tiny, Rpfl^ilpropk fuffercd fo ppignaiit;^ 
uncertainty, that he .becaw?.,^t kqgt^ 
ijl, and before, the, end,. flf, the wqft 
tiiat was allotted him fprnrhis rejiJy, 
he .was coaftned. tP bis, bed. i^ •a.hjigli 
fever. — Lord ,Elmw,ood av^js; gx;trqiifjj^ 
afFeded at. his .ipdifpoiit^Qn; he ^v,^ 
him every, (^r,«; he coj^ilfl. ,t>^tow,, .an^ 
even much of his perfonal ^ftipp^^jjcc* 
— This laft favour had a claim upon the 
young man;s,^f^titijde» fu.pf^V>r^fl9 c?r/ery 
other objigati(0n which rfiRoeihiji ioffftSj; 
his benefaclpr , had cop ferried; ^dihe 
was at t^q^es fo mpved b){. fhqfe. marks pf 
kindnefs l^e/cceivedytbrvf, hp yi'ouldform 
the intention.. ofi gearing, from his, heart 
every trace that Lady Matilda i l?ad. left 
there^r ^d as foon as his health would 

permit 
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permit hlm^/^il?^ €o -tbjc - utmoft of ibis 
views, every wi(h his uncle had con- 
^civeff'. -^ Ytft again, her'pftlable fittia- 
tiotf prWetnt^a' itfelf to his compaflioftV 
iHd lief' beaiitfeoiis perfon to his love. — '■ 
I^Mdtd bet^ttri the claims of obliga- 
tion to the father,' and render attachment 
toftfie daughter, his illhefs was increafed 
bf]^'the torturis^s'of his mind, and he once 
fifnterely ^'ifHed For that deith, oT which 
hetSas' in dinger^, to free him from the 
<!Hlemnii ih'which his afFedions had in- 
T?flvedhim. " ' 

^' Ar tfie'^Wife his diforder vvas at the 
h'cS^i and h^ lay tomplainitig of the 
Violetice "of Wi fever. Lord' Elmwood, 
akfrtg his iiiiid, aiked him, '" If there 
i^s iiiy thfaig he could do ior Jiim ?*' 
•*■• « Yes, yes) my Lord, a great deai." 
he replied eagWly. ' '" 

' « Wh*tf 
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1 <^ Oh ! my Lard," rtpUpdbhcf 5? tU 
|$..wbat jLmaft iiot teH yc^i*^ '^ > ^ : ni 

** Defer it then till you are wdll? 
Caid Lord Ehnwood^ afraid of being fuiv 
prifed, or affeded by the flatc of ik 
health, into any promifes which he miglk 
hereafter find the impropriety of gr4a&^ 
ing. 

*• And when I recover^ my hoti^ 
you give nae leave to pcveal to youxny 
^ilhes, let them be what they will ?'* j 

. His uncle hefitated ■' bt* fedagaii 
anxiety for the anfwer, by his nufifl^ 
:bimfelf upon his dbow in the bed'and 
iftaiing wildly. Lord £lmwoad atiaft 
faid, ^* Certainly-t— Yes, yes.*' as aduM 
is anfwered *for its quiet. . ^ 

That Lbrd Ehnwood coiuld have 1A 
adea what the leal petition was^ 4vfaioh 
iLufiibrodk meant to. preient^m isceiy 



tain; but it is qertain be expired he 
Jnti fbqsffiisqiie&td make^ with whith it 
might be wrong for him to comply, and 
therefcnrehe avoided hearing what it was j 
£or gneat as his compaflion for him was ih 
his prefent ftatc, it was not of fufficient 
foice to urge him to give a promife h6 
did not mean to perform. ~ Ruflibrook, 
on his part was pleafcd with the aflurance 
he iiiight fpeak when he -was reftored to 
health'^ but not fooner was his fever 
abated^ andblsfenics perfcS:ly recovered 
&o^\;th^ flfl^ht-deiiangement his tpabdy 
1^ i:Xx:caiSoiii€)d^< than the lively remem^ 
branc0 of what he hadliinredi alarmed 
idm ji atid'hc' sval eiven afraid to look hit 
iuabiyi^ bat aaniul relation in th^ f^ce^-^ 
Lord El m wood's chcerfulnefs, however^ 
'OO b» reiiurain^ health, ind fab undi^ 
jmnifli^ attiieQdoni foon convinced him 
that Jie had jwtfaipg to fe^n^— ^t^ $]^l 
a . he 
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ke found too, that he had nothing to 
hope. *-^ A^hisbrahh iv«Akbifiks^^^>Mi 
wi(he6 fe*^e(bib{i(bed alfcvbHJd wttk-ini 
wUbes, his dc^pmr, - " - - - - - .>r ,o>-^ 

Convinced now, .t&at hk iKfdiew had 
fomethiag; co hb.miod wfafikhrllie feaicct 
to reveal, the Earl no longer doubt- 
ed but that fome youthful attach- 
ment had armed him againft any mar^ 
riage he ihould propoie ; but he had fo 
much pity for his prefent weak ftate, to 
delay that further inquiry which he had 
threatened before his illnefs, to a time 
when he Ihould be entirely r^ored. 

It was the end of May before Ru(h* 
brook was able tq- partake in: (h^ .PA^I 
routine of the day — the country was now 
prefcribed him as the means of com- 
plete reftoration ; and as Lord Elmwood 

deligned 
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<i^|g0ed .40' Jtore Lcrndba feme ttine in 
Jttl^ Im 4Amkd lam ta go to Eitowood 
Houfe a week or two before him ; — this 
advice was received with delight, and a 
letter- was ftnt to Mr. Saodford to prt- 

: - . ■■•,»' 

V * ; 

avoc* llti- M ' CHAP- 
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U RIN G the ilbie&x)f Bioftfa 
news had bci^n fent of his daagef ^ 
the fervadtsin town to^hbife) ac Eimi 
Houfe, ajid ;Lady MafcHda ;icxpi 
compaffiofli wheB (he wias toid t>F it ^ 
began to cdnccfivc, the irfftant ftsse die 
he wovjid ]fooa^ . die, thikr his mii& '■ m 
had merk 'I rather tJian • ' iasjpcJrtinern 
its di?fig0^;rind; dlat t^ercpught j[)o 
be a more defervingimjini^^ildian ib 
fuppofed^ biiU' to be* EVen San 
a^id Mifs Wdodlcy, began to. rec 
qualifications he poffefifed, which 
never had reflefted on before, ind 
Woodley in particular, reproachec 
felf that Ihe had been fo fevere and 

t€ 



tcntive to him. — Notwithftanding the; 
profpeds his death pointed out to her, itt 
was with infinite joy (he heard he was 
recovered; nor was Sandford kfs fatif- 
fied ; for he iiad treated the youog maa 
too uakindly not to dread^ kft any ill 
ibouid befall hith ;— but although he was 
gkd to hear of his reilored healthy when 
he:Was informed ht was coming down to 
Etowood' Houfe for a few weeks in the 
ftyk of ka mafter^ Sandford, wkh ali 
his religious' and. humane principles^ 
could not hed'p thinking, ^^ That if the 
lad had been ^prepared, he had been as 
well odt <^ the work! as in it/' 

•He was fliU lefs his friend when he 
&w^ him arrive with l^is ufual florid ap* 
pearance : had be come pale and itckly^ 
Sandford had been kind to him ; but in 
apparently good health and fpirits, h^ 

M 2 could 
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cbbldnottfoi'm hifc'lipscoftefrhilii^iuSwal 

On hhr shrirai; Matitd»^/wl^^aii finer 
mon^s hid beeti ^ large jof^dbd^dherl^ 
fclf as flie would h^<^^>d<»Jd tipoakhd- 
arrival of Lord Ehnwood ; but widi far 
difFerent f^hratk^ns.'^-^-^-^N<9twrthftMdlDg 
herrtflSrifti6» on the latfir^&i^xiafidn^^^itt^ 
refidenfceof httfathe^ itfteat fedafe^had? 
been a fSraoe of 'plerfitirev ^laAei:^^ erf 
forrow to liei?; but frorii tfi* ab^e*}ol 

Wheh, from . inquiriesy 5U:^bl-o©l 
i^Hitld thm: 6ti fai^ apprbia^^ Madlda^fl^ 
retired fo her own ccxt^fi^ed apamti^^^ 
the thought wa* torture '^ him i ifww 
the^ hope^ df feeing and c^mveiittglwiifr 

her, of beiBg' admkned-ab all ^titties o^ 

;■ .': rj^ . •»> : ji./, ;..' •.;'■« J ,.'|icr 



fiocifity g($ tHc miftrefs lof The hwfo> 
<hat hadTaifed bis (pmt$, and effected 
his pcifeft cure, beyond any orhcar caufe; 
aad he w»5 hurt to the grcateft degree at 
this refpei^, or radier conteo^pc, Ihpwi} 
^ hioaf by her^retFcet. 



»•»• t 



;^.It wte, o^^rthclefei A fvjbjeft to9 dci 
ikat^ for him < to touch uppn in any oq.i^ 
iisnfe*— an invitation for her cpq^pany on 
his part^ might xarry the appearance of 
foporiQf authority^ and .an afieded conde«- 
'fceofioQj which b^juftjyciwfide!:^ as the 
worft of all inCilts. — And yet, how could 
he.fuppoft the idea that his ^t had 
^aced the daqghter of his ^enefaxStor, as 
a depcndejit ftra^g^r in that, houfe, wher^ 
m reality hi wass the dependent, ^nd (he 
4he lawfol h^ir*--r For two or threq days 
Jbe-fuffcred the/tox/n^nt of tjiefe jefjec- 
^ns^ hoping that he (hould come to zfi 

M 3 expla- 
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explanation ^ zW helfelt, ,by a iorwn^e 
meeting with Mifs Woodtey ; tb^ wij^a 
that meeting' occurred, thpough he 59t>- 
ferved (he talked to hitn with left refefve 
<hatt (be had formetly done, aiid even 
gave ibmc proofe of the native gobdftfs 
of her difpofition, yet flie fcriipubufly 
avoided naming Lady Matilda;: apd 
when he dtflMently inquiredof her health, 
a cold rcftiiairit overfp]read:Mifs Wood- 
ley's faccf, Aid (he ldfcl^thftantJy.^^To 
Sandfordif wa$ Aill morb dxffipuiclfor him 
to apply: J for though feeqioentiy togeil^r, 
they weri^' never tfodable ; and as Sand- 
lord feld^m difguifed his feelings, to 
Ru(hl^ii^^ he was always jesE^remefy ie« 
- ^ere, asid^^dmetimes aantamiedy* 

» • ' ' • ^ ■ . .. . . /. 

In ihisr^ perplexed fitdation^ the cfnm- 

tty SIT wai>raiche]r of detnment thaft^ ler* 

i^icetp thsfinvalid; aadbad he Jiotitike 

I « ca true 



"^«rtiH!B Hdv^, ^titt)g : fafift to . i^Of^^ while 

^ ^ W CO tild . pciteive nothi ng : but defpair, 

"<lfe would have rietumed to towo^ r^hpr 

"^ than b/ his :ftty ha;v« placed in 4 fubordi- 

-^Dftte ftace, the objcft of hisc adoratioru — 

'^ji^rfifling IB Ws hdpcs, be cnye. moraiog 

\;4ii«J4ife^W<K>dlcy in rtbe>,g$fcrdea, ^nd 

l>«^ga^^i% iHiJr a long^ tinje th^ ufual 

diti.a:>nr^r£ai&o^ pro- 

f;nti{eL-.ff Sh^) fwo^ld that ; day > ditiP with 

^liim dnd^ffri'&niifordt! V^gutvoo fooner 

jiThiid ICbfi • parted w«:h himy ihftn Ibe re* 

' j^ntcd of 'iicif^^>confeBit ; and^ ypOn cam- 

bmunicaHag . iii^ Matilda, for die. firft 

^•titne in ber life^ daited upoocter kisid 

toinpanion> <a/iook of the moft ^cutting 

xeproach aiid • haughty rdfentm^n t-^r--^ 

Mift Woodley's own fentiments had up- 

'^-teaided her beforc ; >but ihe; vvaus jK)t pre- 

-^»ed te reoeivii fo pointed ; a ttmrk of 

-nlifapprfrf^aticM^ &ov[jl ber yoiHig: fiiend, 

^>^'' M 4 till 
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titt'itoir, doiHDusiand'faumUt ttf yi^er«listo 
ar4i30ti»cr9.A|pdaxJtiefs:affc£HbDatf; HeV 
beart Mran too fuficcptibiej to ^hnr tbb 
difnefpedful < and contumdioas r frown, 
from the objeft of her lotig^evoted care 
Hfid concern ;' tbetcars itrflamly covered 
her faceyiand flie laid bei^ hands upon 
Jiier hearty as if (he tbdugbt : it would 
Jt>reak*-^-^Macilda was txu>y/td^ ^butihe pof* 
fefied too much of the 'rtaviy jfefentifaent 
of her father, <to diicover^xdiktlflie: felt for 
the firft for tai«utC8.^4^Mif?^^^Woodfcry:, 
who had gftrco fo nlidriy tear&lto her for- 
]K>Ws; bat iiever till niOw> ohe to^herangcr^ 
iiad a /deeper feofe of this ondifEsretice, 
than of the ftnger itfelf^ iliid tb conceal 
%vhat flie fnfftefcd, le& the ' room^ ^-^ Ma* 
; tildai wlok^ had been till this time working:: 
at her needle, feemiagly eompofed, no> 
^lec hor\wodQ drop from her <hand, ai * * 
fat fpr a little . while in a deep reverie.-- 






Atr. deo^b? Sbtt^tafe ispf cand: {ollawtA 
Mffs Woodlt liB :the other aparmiem. ^-a. 
litte enteral) grkVe^ oiajleftk} and ^pf%» 
r jatmly fcnoii^'* white her pocff heart flut* 
:i tered'Tsdick^a vriioufand dfftreffing {entiy 
\n kiDns.'-*—S6e' approached MifrWoodky 
ujc ^<9vho was'ftrH' in i-ear^) ^h fifence; 
,c. fend 'awed THy^-bcr manners, die faithM 
J r: -fifiertd • of he^xJeceafed niothlar'cxclaimed, 
nie: ^^ Dear Lady Matilda, thdnk no mott 
;|[ic e^ 'what'^1^ feive jdone— d«) , not refe»t it 
jlct any longep, ^d «<H> Bay ' knees TD beg 
fof yobr -pardeiK^i Mifs Wotwitey rofe as 
igcf ihe uttered tfeeCe laft wcads; but Ma- 
ncc. iiida:hfid feft'hdd of- hct to- :prev«it tWe 
iceai 'pofisuie flie offered tDtdce, and in dandy 
)(a. flffbmed k 'holiieE '< OH;. let this be 
{0 my atenemcnt ! *^ fhe criedi wkh the moft 
earnefi fuppfa'cattqa* 

They interchanged for^venefs ; and 
as this recodciUatioe was * fiiicere^ they 

cftch 
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€^h withotitt referve, gave their bpinioi 
upon the fubjed that had c&tifed *e tnif- 
' underftanding ; and it was ^agreed aa 
.apology (hould be fent- to Mr* Riifti- 
brook, " That Mifs Woodley had beea 
fuddenly indifpofed." nor could thlj^ be 
faid to differ from the truth, for fincc 
what had paffed (he wa^ unfit lo pay a 
mfit. ■ 



\i^ 



Rufhbroc^k, who had' b^ 411- M 
morningi ekttd' with the aditoc#4ie fup- 
pofed he had «^e ift that liady=% fevotr, 
was highly diiappoirited, vext,iai!d angry 
when this^apology was ddivef^ ^^o^ 
did hei nw petkaps coi^ct fee*, conceal 
ivhat bq ^elr^^ although.; bis^-^ifevere db- 
ferver, Mr. Sandford, was prefent. 

^* I am a very unfortunate man/' faid 
'he, as^foon ass the Servant ^^\^«KP^ti(fc who 
brought;the iinegage% ^ > ^ v 

Sandford 



^ rlook. of fwrpr ife and copjEempi:* 
., ^^ A; v(?ry, unfortunate man indeed, 
;fl4w Saiofldfcwrd/' ^repeated he," although 
^ou tteac my compl^nt conttoiptu- 

: Sandford made no reply, and feeamcd 
-above malting one* 

They fat down to dinner; — Rufhbrook 
-eat fcarcc any thing, but drank frequent- 
ly ; Saadford .took no notice of dither, 
4>«t b^d'<a43Qok (w4ikh.';W«$^ his cuftom 
whe^ hie'^dined with' perioosiwhofe con- 
yerfation was not inter^fting to him) 
laid by the , fide of his pWe, vrhicb he 
occafion^ily locked in^ a^ the di(he$ 
«were removing, or odierrdpportunities 
ferved. : .. r ' ;. 

^ Riaftbtook, juft mw OTore hopckft 
than ever of forming ab ^uaintance 

with 
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Willi I/4uif M^ldnv 
to the fympf qms . of defpain^qafidb ^th^ 
made their .fifftattack^ byoirgmg hklw 
to treat oathe.&me level oCfaiofliariqft 
that he bimfelf was treated^ ..Mn Sandc 
ford, to Mifaom be bad.till tof, ^rrer bc-i 
haved >with the m^ft prc^fiHiod dokena o£ 
refpcft. V i 

** Come,? feid he le him ais foon as 
the, dinner >ya?i :reaioved, ^< Lay. afide 
your book nni fee good co«npiuiy>'* 

Saad&rd .4i&ed up bis eyo6 Mpon him 
•^jgared in bi4.^ — pud .C|i(t iChdm on 
the book egaMi^ . / 

want a companion ; and as, Wfi^ Wood^ 
ley ch&s di&ppf^in^d mc, I mi^ bftTc 
your coaipany." ^^ 

Sandford now laid bis book 4q^P ^pBfh 
the table ; \m ftiU holding his^jBr^ers^ in 
the pagesJj^ w»s reading, i^idi " AM 

why 



i^diad tfacr^. have 00 rsg^ctobope, thef 

^<^ I had A' right to expoft (ke would 
<eo11le/^ adTwercd Riilhbrdok, " for flic 
promifed fhe would.** 

^^ But what right had-y^ td^atfk her ?^ 
i;^«;TteJri^ht ifvery one hiw, tto tnake 
his time; pa^ ad agteeabiy kshexran/' 
^7^ Iktdiiioc at tht eypeTs^ bf^aaibther/^ 
.uHiLteltoft/ Mr. Saddftirxl, it wouM 
be a heavy expence to ydtt; ta fee me 
Ibppf^ I'Mlie^ it vt^id coll: you evea 
yburGi*rrthfef)pkiefe/'^. * ^^ . 
*/f< Thwiiiapriceihii'^ci'^^not now ta 
give.'' replied Sandford ; 2(fid he began 
readmg^^ain. ^^ 

« Wlkty^you hav*iitlttiaiy paid k 
away ? No wood^ that'^ft^ your time of 

life 
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lifeitfllootdbe ^Ms.^'-'**BQtm\kiPrA> fcMf 
think of my having olreaidf fcpsmtid:^ 
mitmi^' • *.:. • ' -nuU I ' 

f^ I dimVtbiBk about ya6/**r6iun>ed 
Saadford, wi];haut taking bi&f.4^e$^&Gai^ 
the book. . r/ .: ' •• 

^* Ca» you ^ look me in jhi^j i£ic^. and 
§aj that, Mr. Sandfoid ^^No, f au c^nnor 
--for you know you do think of me^ 
aod ypu know yoo hate me/^-t4-Hcre 
lie drank two .'gUfies of wine/Qne after 
a&<Hber; ^< Alwd: I can teftvcyod why 
y(m haitie;mc»?''CO(nt;inued hfibi »** It is 
from ^ c^uie^i^r which ^oftef^^ieinqff 

Sandford mad.on- . .: ;• . , 
: ^< It is^iQft ;L^y MadldaTs account 
you hate, ifj^, and u&.{ac thus/^ ' v 

Sandford put down his bo€& haftily^^ 
and put botb'his 'hands by hi9/iid£u - 



" 1 think you infuk her," exdaimifcdf 
Skkiftfid^ ^^. iby th|^ rtide memioci of her 
name; suid I coniasaflid yen 4t y^o^*^ 
peril todefift." 

*i^ At iny peril ! Mr. SandfcMxl^ Do 
you afllunc ,tbe authority of Lord Mtti*^ 

:;ffil4e-oa this occafioii; ahd if you 
darc;ta;givBr-yout^ tongtje a freeddm'*— — ^ 

• Rutbbi^dlbinterrujjted hicri — ^* Why 
ihentl boldly lfaty4-(acid as her friciid you 
opgfat^ther tti^ aipplaud than refent it) I 
boldly fay, that my heart fuifers fo mucht 
for her fituation, thac I am regardtefs 
of my pwni-i^I lore her fetter— I toved 
her mother mjiorc — but I laT« her be- 
yomi either/' ^ 

** Hold your lioeiitious tonsgue,*" cried 
S^ndford, ^^ or quit the room.'* 

^* Licen* 
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^^ Liceetioas ? Oh ! the pitfeihou^ 
that dwell in her innocent mind^ arc not 
kfs fenfual than mine to^iwd^ Jier***— Do 
you upbraid me with my refpc&> my pky 
for her ^ They arc the fen{aci<ms which : 
impel me to fpeak thus undi%uired| etea 
to you, my open— no, even wprfe-^-toy 
fecret enemy !*' 

** Infult me as you plcafe, Mr. Utifli- 
brook,— but beware how you mention 
Lord Elmwood's daughter."* 

*^ Can it be to her difhon(mr that I 
pity her ? that I would quit the houfe 
this moment never to return, fo that Ihe 
fupplied the place I withhold from ha.'^ 

" Go, then.'* cried Sandford. 

•* It would be of no ufe to her, or I 
would. — But come, Mr. Sand&rd, I 
will dare da as much as you. — Only fe- 
cond me, and I will entreat hotd Elm- 
wood 
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^^-Yc^^ftity^ ^i^'ould be ^equai to' 
r;teBierity^r^2i/jr entreat ?----Sbe* muft 
atly ^ft^^ti thofe paternal favours 
ich' ybnrJCxitireatics gainad he^ !— Dtj' 
i^forgcry'fotiiig'man, bowihort atimc" ' 
1, fince you were entreated fotf*^ 
"^-I^^r^.tto I do not/ while* this' 
dety 'feit'L^dy MatiMavariftis, from ' 
u I feel on'tltat acGourit/* 
^ " Remove 5f our dnxiet j^, dven, frorii 
to yoiirfetft; for trere Ft6 let Lord' ; 
tiwb<;Ki fcnow what has p^fled now"-*^' *^ 
'^ltdS''f<^tiyoi'ir owrt fekcy i1otformiae>'- 
ou donW- " ' ' 

*• Ydii fliil!' noc da:re me'' to it, Mr. - 
(hbrook/*— -And he roft fi^m iih feat :' 
STou fliall riot dare met^do you Srf 
iry.^Btif to aVotd the- temptationy I' 
I' n€ver again come into your com- 
roL. III. N pany, 
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pany^ unlefs. my friend L^nd JBlo^wood 
is prefent^ to protect me and bis ch^l4 
from yoi\F infults." .... • 

RuOibrook rofc in yet more warmth 
than Sandford. " Have you the injuf- 
ticc to fay that I have infujtcd Lady Ma- 
tilda?'* 

" To fpeak of her at all, is in you 
an infult. — But you haye dojie morer- 
.You have dared to vifit her — to force 
into her prcfence ^nd ihock her with 
your offers of fervices which (he fcoras ; 
and with your compaflioja^ which (he is 
far above." 

" Did £he complain to you ?'* 

** She, or her friend did." 

" I jrather fuppofe, Mr. Sandford, that 
you have bribed fome of the fervSnts to 
reveal this." 

' " The fufpicion becomes Lord Elm^ 
wood's heir." 



^^ ft tJecbm^s the man, who liVcj in a 
k)ufe witii ybir.'^ 

" I thank you, Mr, Rulhbrodc, for 
wtSt liaV pafled this day — it has taken a 
weight off my mind. — I thought my dif- 
indinatioh to y6u, might perhaps arife 
irom prejudice — this converfation has 
rfelieved me frbm thofe fears, and — I 
thank you.** — Saying this, he calmly 
walked out of the room, and left Ruih- 
~l)rook to reffeft on what he had been 
doing. 






Heated with the wine he- drank 
(and which Sahdfofd, engaged on his 
book, had not obferVed) no fooner was 
he alone', than he became at oik« cool 
and repentant.— ^^^ What had he done ?" 
was the firft queftion to himfelf — ^^ He 
fcad offended SaiKiford.^^^*^ The man, 
whoim reafon as well as prUdtnce had 

'■y/ N 2 cv«r 
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ever taught him to refpcft, and tvtn to 
irevcre. — ^He had grofsly ^offcnclcd thi^ 
firm friend of Lady Matilda, by the 
unreferved, the wantoti life of her nairic. 
— All the retorts he had uttered came 
now to his memory ; with a total forget- 
fulnefs of all that Sandfbrd had faid to 
provoke them. 

He once thought to follow him and 
beg his pardon ; but the contempt with 
which he had been treated, nK)re than all 
the anger, withheld him. 

As he fat forming plans how to re- 
trieve the opinion, ill as it was, that 
Sandford formerly entertained of him, he 
i^ceived a letter from Lord Elmwood, 
kindly enquiring after his health, ai^ 
faying that . he (hould be down early in 
the following week. — Never were the 
firicjidiy cxpref&ons of his uncle half 

Vo 
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I welcomq to him ; for they ferved to 
oth his imagination, raeked with Sand- 
id's wrath, and his own difpleafure. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

"WThEN Sandford afted deliberateTy^ 
he always afted up to his duty ; it was; 
his duty to forgive Ruftibrook and he 
did fo — but he had declared he would 
never " Be again in his company unlefs 
Lord Elmwood was prcfent ;*^ — ^and with- 
all his forgivenefs, he found an unfor- 
giving gratification, in the duty, of being 
obliged to keep his word. ' 

The next day Ruikbrook dined atone, 
while Sandftfrd gave his company to the 
ladiJJI.i^Ruflibrook was too proud to 
feek to conciliate Sandford by abjeft con- 
ceffions, but he endeavoured to meet 

biixk 
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tiitxi as by accicteat, a^ try what, in 
fuch a cafe, a fubmiffive apology might 
effedt. — For a day or two, all the fehemes 
he formed on that head proved fraitlefs ; 
he GOuld never procure even a fight of 
him* — Bttt Qu the evening of the third 
day, taking a lonely walk, he turned 
the corner of a grove, and faw in the 
very path he was going, Sandford ac- 
companied by Mifs Woodley; and, 
what agitated him infinitely more. Lady 
Matilda was with them. He knew not 
whether to pfOceed, or to quit the path 
and palpably fliun them — to one, who 
feemed to put an unkind conftruftion 
upon all he faid and did, he knew that 
to do either, would be to do wrong. — In 
fpite of the propcnfity he felt tD pds fo 
near to Lady Matilda, could he have 
known what conduft would have been 
.deemed the mod refpedtful, whatever 

N 4 painflil 
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painful denial k had .cofi: hind^ iiaf^ he 
uroukl have adopted. — But undetsmimed 
whether to.gp fonvard^ or to cro&toaho- 
thier paxfa, he {till walk^ on till he camlb 
too nigh to recede ; he then, with a di£^ 
fidence not afil^ed, but felt in the xtio& 
powerful degree, pulled off his bat; and 
without bowiog, Aood (ilendy while the 
company pafTcd. -^ Sandford walked on 
ibme pac^ before, and took no further 
notice as he went by him, than juft 
jtouching tlie fore part. of his hat with 
his finger. r—Mifs Woodley curtficd as 
ihe followed.— But Lady Matilda made 
a full flop, and faid, in the gemleil ac*- 
cems, "I hope, Mr. Rwftxbrook, you 
are perfe^y recovered*** 

It waa the fweeteft raufic l>e had ever 
liftened ^o; ai>d he returned with the 
iiK>ft ;*efpe(SW bow, '^ I am better a 
gretf deal, i^l^'^xf^'' a;id purfued Wb 

way 



^WBj as if he did nctf dare to utter ano^ 
ther fy liable. 

' Sandibrd feldom found fault widi Lady 
Matilda ; not becaufe he loved her, but 
becaufe (he feldotn did wrong — upon 
this occafion, however, he was half in- 
clined to reprimand her; but yet he 
did not know what to fay — the fubfe^ 
quent humility of Rufhbrook, had taken 
from the indifcretion of her fpeaking to 
him, and the event could by ho mean^ 
juftify bis ccnfure, — On hearing her be- 
gin to fpeak, Sandford had flopped j 
and as Rufhbrook after replying, walked 
away, Sandford called to her crofsly^ 
'* Come, come along.*^ But at the fame- 
time he put out his elbow for her to take 
bold of his armi* 

She haftened her fleps, and«did (6"^ 
then turnmg to Mifs Woodley, ftie (aid; 
f* I expected you would have Ijpoken 

to 
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10 Mr. Ruftibrook; it mi^t.h^ve i^^- 
vented mc." r ^: 

Mifs Woodlcy replied, 5^ Ir was at a 
Jofs what to do ;^-when we m^t formerly^ 
he always fpoke firft." 

*^ And he ought now /^ cried Sandford 
angrily — and then added, with a farcaf* 
tic fmile, ^' It is certainly the duty of 
the fuperiovy to be the firft who fpeaks/' 

" He did not look as if he thought 
himfelf our fviperior/' replied Matilda. 
. *' No/' returned Sandford^ ** fome 
people can pm on whdl i kioks- they 
pleafe." 

" Theo- while he lo6ks fo p^tle," re- 
plied Matilda, " and fo dejcfted^ I can 
never forbear fpeaking to him when wc 
meet, whatever he may think of it.fV 

*^ And were be and I to me^'^a hun- 
dred, nay a thoufand timse^, replied 

Saadfordl> 



Sandford, ** I don't think I (hould evtr 
fpeak to him again/*^ 

«« Blefs me ! what for^ Mr. Sandford?'' 
cried Matilda — for Sandford, who wis 
not a man that repeated little incidents, 
had never mentioned the circumftance of 
their quarreh 

^^ I have taken fuch a refolution,**— 
anfwer6d he, *• yet I bear him no eil-^ 

As this flidrt reply indicated that he 
meant to fay no more, no more was: 
afked ; and the fubjeft was dropped. 

In the mean time, Ruflibrook, hap- 
pier than he had been for months, in- 
toxicated with joy at that voluntaiy 
mark of civility he had received from 
Lady Matilda, felt his heart fo joyous, 
and fo free from every {^article of malice, 
that he refolved in the humbleft man- 
ner. 
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lier;to nteke^toneA^nt for the vlbiadbn 
of decorum he had hctly conxmitted 
ogainlt Mr. Sandford. 

Tdo happy at this time; to fufFer a 
mortificacion from any indignities he 
might receive, he fent his fervantto him 
into his ftudyjUsfoon as he was returned 
. home, to beg to know '* If he might be 
permitted to wait upon him, with a mcf- 
fage he had to deliver froni* Lord Elm- 
wood," ' 

The fervant returned — ^** Mr. Sand- 
ford defired hb would fend the melfage. 
by him, or the houfe fteward," lliis was 
highly affrontmg ; ' but Rulhbrook was ' 
not in a huihourto be offended, and he 
fent again, begging be would admit hitn; 
— but thd anfwcr was, " He was bufy/' 

Thus defeated in his hopes of recon- 
dlkticfti/iiis hew trahfpbrtd' felt an 'allay, 

^' 3 and 
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and the fey days that remained before 
tord Elm wood came, he paffed in foM- 
trary mufing, and ineffeftual walks and 
looks towards that path in which he had ' 
met Mdtilda— Ihe came that way no 
more— r nor indeed fcarce quitted her 
apartment, in the praAice of that con- 
finement fhe was to experience on the 
arrival of her father. 

I • • ; " ' 

All her former agitations now ret trrn- 
ed. — On the day he arrived (be wept—- 
all the night (he did not lleep — and the 
name of Ruftibrook again became hate- 
fill to her. — The Earl came in extremely 
good hcakh and fpirits, but s^^peared 
concerned to find RuQibrook lefs wett^ 
than when he went from town. — Sand- 
ford was now under the ftecefSty of . 
being in Rufhbrook's company, yet he 
vroidd xieveF fpeak to him buc when^ 

he 
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1^ wad oldigcd ; or look at Imty bat 
ivhen faie could m>t hdp it.— i^Lord Eim- 
•\yood obfecred this conduA^' yet h^ nei- 
ther wondered, or was oflfendred at it— he' 
had always perceived what little cfteem 
Sandford ftowed his nephew from his 
firft return ; but he forgave in Sandford's 
honjour, >k thotifand faults he would not 
forgive in any other ; nor did he deem 
this one of his greateft faults, knowing 
the demand upon his partialS^ from ano- 
ther objedi . 

Mifs Woodley waited X)n Xiord Elm- 
^ood as formerly ; dined with: him, and 
related as heretofore ;to the attentive Mar 
tilda all that paffed.^ 

• About this time Lord Margnure, de- 
prived by the feafon of all the fports df 
the fields ^t lus lo¥c for IS/^&Uz (which. 

.1... had 



§>^ twa violent, ,evcn tboiugh';diyided' 
mith the loV«^ of hunting) now too vio-^^ 
lent to be fubdued ; and he refc4v^> 
though relud^wAly, to apply to her father 
for his confem: to .their uijioa; — but 
writing to Sandford this rcfolption, i^c 
^as once more repulfed, ^id ,<:harged a^ 
a man of honour, to forbear to difturfa 
tjie tranquillity of the family by any ap^ 
plication of ?the kind-^To this, Sand- 
ford receive no anfwer; for the peer, 
highly incenfed at his miftrpfs's repug- 
nance to him, determined more firmly 
than ever to cbnfult his own happinefs 
alpne ; ai^ as . that depended merely 
Vpon his .obtaining her, he cared not by 
what method it was eflcd^ed. 

'- About a fortnight after Lord Elmwood 
ome into the country, as he was riding 
,9ne monuog^ his horfe fell with him,' 

and 
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and crufiied his leg in fo unfortunate a 
manner^ as to be at firft pronohnced 
of dangerous confequcnce. — He was 
brought hooAe in a poft chaife, and Ma- 
tilda heard of tlie accident with more 
grief than would, on fuch an occafion, 
appertain to the mod fondled child. 
. In confcqutrnce of the pain he fufFered, 
his fever was one night very high ; and 
"Sandford, who feldom quitted his- apart- 
ment, went frequently to his bed fide ; 
-every time with the fecret hope he (hould 
hear him alk to fee his daughter-— he was 
-every time difappointed — ^yct he fkw him 
ihake with a cordial friendfhi*p the hai^ 
jof Rufhbrook, as if he delighted in fee-' 
ing thofe he k>vcd. * 

The danger in which Lord Elmwood 
"was fuppofed co be, was but ^ ibob diH 
fasion, an4 his fUdden recovery fuefieedfed^ 
-^Matilda who had wept^ raoaaed, and 

waiched 
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'Witched during the crifis of bis ^illnefs; 
when Ihe heard he was amending, ex^ 
claimed, (with a kind of furprife ac the 
novelty of the fenfation) " And this is 
joy that I feel ! — Oh ! I never till naw 
knew, what thofe perfons felt who expe- 
rienced joy." 

Nor did Ihe repine, like Mr, Sandford 
and Mifs Woodley, at her father's inat- 
tention to her.dCiring his malady^ for (he 
did not hope like them — (he did not hope 
he would behpld her, even in dying. 

But notwithftanding his feeming in- 
difference, wlfile his indifpofition con- 
tinued, no fooner was he recovered (o 
as to receive the congratulations of 
his friends, than there was no one per- 
foSi be evidently fhowcd fo muchfatis- 
fad:ion at feeing, as Mifs Woodley.-— 
She waited upon him tmiMMAy, and 

,VOL. IIK ^ ^ O / wirfi 
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whh mott than ofdmoiy .^8Mi it- Us 
hat conduit; whea he fpat out h6 h^ 
with the tiea^ioft .warfhtk/tai^dnreher^ 
drew hct t^ intsi^ faktect hcir^- (ati^ honour 
he had neirer in histlife cooferrod befoit) 
with figiis of the flfiipeFeg: fki^ftup a^d 
affedtion. — Sandford yvfLs. .pr^fent ; and 
ever aflbci^itmg tih€;-idei pf Matikk with 
Mifi WobcUley> Jek.hi$irJ^eartJ>ouiid witb 
a, triumph: At Iffl^i^^f^pjfqrMforiiiany^ 
day* * . . .^ .,, * ) 

/Matilda Iklen^ wichj^elight to the 
rpcital Mift WiK>41ey give Oft bftrtt- 
turo^ md many dmies while it lalted ex^ 
etaimcd, *^ She was ha^y.**. BiJtpoc«' 
Matilda's IJLidden traniportsof joy^ whi(^ 
(he termed happinefs, were no£ made fef 
long cominuance ; and if (h0^1^ver fotOid 
caufe for gladnefs^ ihe far O^^eir had 
aiotives for grief. 

As 
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As Mr. Stodford was fitting with her 
and Mifs Wctedley, one evening about a 
week aftcf, a perfoh i^ng at the bell and 
inquired for him ; on being told of it by 
the fenrant, he went to the door of the 
apartment, and cried, " Oh ! is it yon ? 
Come in," -^^ An elderly nian entered, 
. tvho had been for many years the head 
gardener at Elrawood Houfe ; a man of 
honefby and fbbriety, and with an indt<^ 
gent family of aged parents, children, and 
other relations, who fubliftod wholly on 
the income arifing from liir^late.— The 
ladies, as well as Sandfbrd, knew him 
well, and they all, alrt^oft at once, aiked, 
" What was the matter?*' for his looks 
told them fomething diftrefs&il had be- 
fallen him. 

" Oh, Sir r faid he to Sandford, « 1 
come to intrcat your intereft/* 

O2 "In 
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" In what, Edwards ?" faid Sandforcf 
with a mild voice ; for >vben his affiftance 
was fupplicated iii diflrefs, his rough 
tones always took a plaintive key. 

** My Lord has difcharged ine from 
his fervice ?" — (returned Edwards tr^m- 
bling, and the tears ftarting in his eyes) 
*' I am undone, Mr. Sandftrd, iinlefs 
you plead for me." 

" I will," faid Sandford^ ''I will." 

" And yet I am almoft afraid of your 
fuccefs," . replied the man, " for my 
Lord has ordered me out of his houfe 
this moment ; and though I knelt down 
to him to be heard, he had no pity." 

Matilda fighed from the bottom of 
her heart, and yet (he envied this poor 
man, who had been kneeling to her fa- 
ther. 

•^ What was your offence?" cried 
Sandford. 

The 
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The man lififitated ; thenlpokingat 
Matilda, faidy ^^* Til teli you> Sir, Tome 
other time/' 

^' Did you name me, before Lord 
Elmwood ?" cried Ihe eagerly, and ter- 
rified. 

^* No, Madam,** replied he, "but! 
tlnthinkingly fpoke of my poor Lady 
who is dead and gone,** 

Matilda burft into tears. 

'' How came you to do fo mnd a 
thing }^ -cried Sandford; and the encou- 
ragement his looks had once given him, 
now fled from his face. 

** It was unthinkingly.** repeated Ed- 
wards ; *•* I was {bowing my Lord fome 
plans for the new walks, and told him, 
among other things, that her Ladyfliip 
had many years ago approved of them." 
— ^ Who?' cried he. — Still I did not 
call to mind, but repeated, * Lady Elm- 

O3 v/ojj, 
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wood, Sir, while you w&c abroad*'— 
As foon as thefe words wcreddiveredi I 
faw my doom in his looks, attdhf eomr 
manded itie to quit his iKMife and fervice 
that inftant^" 

" I am afraid," faid Sarrdford, firting 
down, " I can do nothing for you,** ■'■ 

*^ Yes, Sir, you Jcnow you have s^orfe 
power over my Lord than any body '*- 

* 

and perhaps you «jay bt ftt)le to ikve mc 
and all mine from mifery^" 

^^ I woiiki if ^ I Gould/^ replied Saod- 
ford qukkly. 

*^ You can but try. Sir." 

Matilda was all this while bathed in 
tears ; lior was Mife Woodley miKh lefs 
afFeded -— Lady Elmwood was bcfone 
their eyes — Matilda beheld h&[ in ter 
dying moments ; Mifs Woodley £sw her, 
as the gay ward of Dorrifonlu 



A i^iMPLE saroiiY. 199 



<« 



Aft: J^r. Jlufbbpook," faid Saodr 
fordy *^ prfevaB oji him to fp»K J ^^ J^^ 
more power than I have," 

" He^s nat ^aough, thi^o/* replied ' 
Edwards, ** for he ^as in the. room with 
^y Lord ;^hea what I hf^ire told you 
happened/' 

•• ^^ And did he fay nothing ?'' alked 
Sandford. 

" Yes, Sir ; he offered to fpeak in my 
behalf, but iily Lord interrupted him, 
and ordered him out of the room — he 
inflantly went. 

Sandford, now obferving the efFeft 
which this narration had on the two la- 
dies, led the man to his own apartments, 
and there affured him he dared not un- 
^crtake his caufe ; but that if time or 
chance fhould |iappily make an altera- 
tion in his Lord's difpofition, he would 

O4 be 
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be the firfl who. would endeavour tore- 
place him — Edwards was obHged to fub- 
mit : before the next <iay at noon, his 
plcafant houfc by the fide of the park, 
his gafden, and his orchard, which he 
had occupied above twenty years, were 
cleared of their old inhabit^m, and all 
his wretched family. 



CHAP- 
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CiHAPTER XIV. 

Jl HIS melancholy incident, perhaps 
affefted Matilda and all the friends of 
the d^ceafed Lady Elrriwood, beyond 
any oriier that had occurred fince her 
death. — A few days after this circum- 
ftance, Mifs Wood ley, in order to di- 
vert the difconfolate mind '' of Lady Ma- 
tilda, (and in the hope of bringing her 
•fome little anecdotes, to confole her for 
that which had given her fo much pain) 
waited upon Lord Elm wood in his li- 
brary, and borrowed fome books out of 
it. — He was now perfectly well from his 
fall, and received her with his ufual 
politenefs, but, d courfe, not with that 

parti- 



particblar warmth which be Ivul difcCh 
vered when he received her juft after his 
dllnefs. — Rudibrook was in the library at 
the fame time; he (hewed Tier feveral 
beautiful prints which Lord Elmwood 
had juft received fromljondari, ^ad ap- 
peared anxious to entertain and give 
tokens of his efteem and reipeft for her. 
—But what gave her ple^fure beyond 
any other attention, was, that after ihe 
had taken (by the aid of RwOibrook) 
about a dozen volumes from different 
.'Ihelves, and had laid theti^ t^igejther, 
faying (he would fend h?jr fervant xo 
fetch them, Lord Elmwood went ea- 
gerly to the place where they wprc, and 
taking up each book, evx^Avned atten- 
tively what it was.*— One author he conj- 
plained was too l\ght, another too 4e- 
preffiflg^ and put them on thcihelves 

again; 
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again t^^o^er was erroneoijs^ and he 
chaogi^ it for a better : thus, be wam^ 
her fligainft fome, ad<1 feleA«^d other au- 
thor s^ «^s the ^npfl: <:autiou« preceptor 
culls for bis pupil, or a foud farther fo)r 
his darling child--*— She thanked him for 
his att/entior? to her, bait her J? gart thanked 
him for his attention to h^ daug}i|}er*« 
- — For as (he bad liierfelf never received 
fiich a proof of his car^ fipce all their 
long ac<^intan<:e, flie reafonaWy fup- 
pofed, Matilda's reading, ar>d not .heiis, 
wa^ the (Ol^Aof his fo:lickud€, 
. Hayititg in th^fe books ftore^of com- 
fort fipf pppr Matilda,* ihe eagerly r^- 
turnjpd with them ; and in. reciting every 
parucyJar :draan>ftance^ made her con-* 
fi^er tjfefce vojtkmes, aJnioft like prefcnts 
fr^mJb^v&ther, 

The 
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The month of September was now 
mrrived ;• and Lord Elmwood, accom- 
panied by Rufhbrook, went to a fmall 
Ihooting feat, iiear twenty miles diftant 
from Elmwood Caftle, few- a ,vveek*s par- 
ticular fport. — Matilda was once more 
at large ; and one beautiful morning, 
about eleven o'clock, feeing Mifs Wood- 
ley walking on the lawn before the houfe, 
Ihe haftily took her hat to join her ; 
and not waiting to put it on, went nim- 
bly down the great ftaircafe, with it 
hanging on her arm. — When (he bad 
dcfcended a few flairs, ihe heard a foot- 
ftep walking llowly up ; and, (from what 
amotion (he could not tell,) (he (topt 
fhort, half refolved to return back, — 
She hefitated a (ingle inftant which to 
do — ^then went a few fteps further till (he 
came to the fecond landing place; when, 

by 
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by the fudden winding of the ftaircafe, 
— Lord Elmwood was immediately be- 
fore her ! 

She had felt fomething like affright be-* 
fore fliefaw him ; — but her reafon told her 
ftie had nothing to fear, as he was far 
away. — ^But now, the appearance of a 
ftranger whom (he had never before feen ; ' 
an air of authority in his looks, as well a^ 
in the found of his fteps ; a refemblance 
to the portrait ^e had feen of him ; a 
ftart of aftonifliment which he gave on 
beholding her ; bur above all — her fears 
confirmed her that it was him. — She 
gave a fcream of terror — ^put out her 
trembling hands to catch the baluftrades 
for fu})port — ^miffed them — and fell mo- 
tionlefs into her fatber^s arms. 



He 
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• He caught her, as by the feme irn* 
puMe, he would have caught any ether 
perfon falling for want of aid. — YeC 
when he found her in his arms, he ftill 
held her there^— *gazed on her attentively 
— and once prcffed her to his bofom. 

At length, trying to efcape the fnare 
into which he had been kd, he wjis go-» 
ing to leave her on the fpot where flic 
fell, when her eyes opened and ftie ut* 
tered, *' Save me." -^ Her voice uli^ 
manned hrm.*— His long-reftrained tears 
now burft forth — and feeing^ her relapf^ 
ing into the fwoon, he cried out eagerly 
to recall her.— ^Her name did not, how^ 
ever, come to his recolleftion''--nor any 
name but this — ^* Mifs Milner^**Dear 
Mifs Milner.*' 

That found did not awaken her ; and 

now 



ttaw again he wiftied to leave her ia tfri* 
fcnfeleft ftate, that' not remembering 
what had pafied^ (he might el<:apc tibe 
punUhment. 

But at this inftant, GifFard, with ano- 
ther ferraiit, paifed by the foot bf the 
flbairs ; on which, Lord Elmwood called 
to than — and into Giffard's hands ddi- 
vered his apparently dead child ; with- 
out one command refpefting her, or one 
word of any kind ; while his face was 
agitated widi (hame, with |Hty, with 
anger, with paternal tenderncfs. - 

As GifFard ftood trembling, while he 
relieved his Lord from this haplefs 
burthen ; her father had to unl6ofe her 
haiid from the fide of his c6^, which 
(he had caught faft hold of as (he fell, 

and 
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andgrafped fo clofely, it was with difE- 
cuky releafed. — On attempting to take 
the hand away he trembled — fahered— 
and then bade Giffard do it. . 

** Who, I, my Lord, I feparate 
you?'' cried he. — But rccolledling him- 
felf, " My Lord, I will obey your coir, 
mands whatever they are/* And feizing 
her hand, pulled it with violence — it fell 
— and her father went away. 

Matilda was carried to her own apart- 
ments, laid upon the bed, and Mifs 
Woodley called to attend her, after 
liflening to the reciial of what had 
pafled. 

When Lady Elmwood's old and af- 
fectionate friend entered the room, and 
faw her youthful charge lying pale and 

Ijpecch- 
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ipeechlefs, yet no ifather by to comfort 
or footh her, fhe lifted up her hands 
to heaven exclaiming, ' with a burft of 
tears, " And is this the end of thee, 
my poor child ?— Is this the end of all 
our hopes ?— of thy own fearful hopes 
— and of thy mother's fupplications ! 
•-^Oh! Lord Elmwood ! Lord Elm- 
wood !'' ' ^ 

'^ At that name Matilda ftarted, and 
cried, *' Where is he ? — -Is it a dream^ 
orhavelfeenhim?'' ' " , 

^^ It is all a dream, my dear/* fai<l 
MifsWoodley. 

'^ And yet I thought he held me in 
his arms," (he replied — ^^ I thought I 
felt his hands prefs mine — Let me iteep 
and dream it again." 

Now thinking it beft to undeceive 
voB. III. P her, 
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ciples brought about, the reader mult 
judge, when he perufes the following 
letter, received early the next morning 
by Mifs Wjoodley. 
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